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Preface

The present volume differs in some significant respects from its predecessor,
which was published in 1965 under the title The Art of Greece: 1400—31 B.C. in the
Sources and Documents in the History of Art series. [ have added a substantial
number of new passages, revised (and I hope improved) some of my earlier
translations, and changed the basic order in which the texts are presented.
Instead of collecting all the arts together in a series of chapters arranged in
chronological order, I have separated all the passages on sculpture, painting,
architecture, and the decorative arts respectively into four consecutive series,
again arranged in chronological order. In the case of sculpture and painting
(with which most of our texts deal) this revised order makes it easier for the
reader to follow the developments of these arts as thcy were perceived by
ancient writers. Pliny and his sources, for example, clearly saw no break at all
between the careers of the painters Apollodoros and Zeuxis, and it scemed to me
best not to separate them by 42 pages, as had been done in the original edition.

I have also added a substantial bibliography to the end of the volume. In
addition to wanting to know how modern scholars have interpreted and
evaluated the ancient texts on Greek art, serious students often want to examine
what connections can be made between the texts and surviving monuments.
The bibliography is directed toward both of these needs. The referencesin it are
arranged in numbered units that follow the order in which topics are presented
in the text. Within each section most of the references are listed in chronological
order. In the text and the footnotes of the book I have most often simply referred
the reader to the relevant sources by citing the appropriate number in the
bibliography. If the section of the bibliography cited is a long one, I have also
added to the citation the date of the article or book in question in order to make
it easier to locate. Thus “Reisch (1906), Bibliography 26" means see the article
by Reisch published in 1906 and listed in section 26 of the bibliography.

All the translations in this volume are my own except for the Linear B tablets,
which are taken from Ventris and Chadwick, Documents in Mycenaean Greek.

ix
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X Preface to the revised edition

Measurements expressed in feet refer to ancient foot-units. The dimension of
the ancient foot varied over time and from area to area. Two basic foot-units
seem, however, to have been common in the Greek world. One, called the
“Attic—Aeginetan” or “Doric” foot, measured ¢. 0.326-8 m, and another, most
common in lonia, measured ¢. 0.294—6 m. The modern foot equals 0.3048 m.

I would like to express my thanks to Helen T. Sanders, who typed a
substantial portion of the book and made valuable editorial suggestions. I am
also extremely grateful to Mark Stansbury-O’Donnell for major assistance in
the preparation of the bibliography and for permission to reproduce his
impressive new reconstruction of Polygnotos’s paintings at Delphi.

My thanks also to Cambridge University Press for giving me the oppor-
tunity to revise, expand, and improve this book.
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