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PREFACE

This commentary had its origin in the Greek beginners’ class at St
Andrews, and was intended at the outset as a primarily linguistic aid
to speech 1 in samizdat edition. However, early on in the project it
occurred to me that a conventionally produced commentary on a
selection of Lysias” works might be of interest to a wider audience. The
broadly favourable reception of the Carey-Reid Demosthenes com-
mentary suggested that a companion volume at the same level would
be appropriate. In the mean time Usher’s translation, with com-
mentary, of a selection from Lysias (including one of the speeches in
this volume, speech 1) and Scodel’s commentary on 1 and 3, offering
the level of linguistic support intended in my original project, have
appeared. I believe that the difference of approach in the present
volume will justify the limited overlap with these two works.

As with the Demosthenes volume, the emphasis in this commentary
is primarily literary, though attention has been given to linguistic and
textual problems where relevant. I have also sought to use the speeches
to illustrate aspects of Athenian law, legal procedure and society. As
with the Demosthenes volume, I have approached the speeches as
devil’s advocate, seeking the weak points in each speaker’s case. With
this approach there is obviously a danger, to which I found myself
succumbing on occasion, of deifying disbelief. However, quite apart
from the enjoyment of the exercise (somewhat similar to that obtained
from reading detective fiction), this approach has a practical valuc.
Only by finding possible weaknesses in a litigant’s position can onec
assess his logographer’s success in providing him with a speech which
makes the best of that position. In producing the text I have
undertaken no independent examination of the MSS, but have relied
on the reports of MS readings in existing editions, supplemented by
Sosower’s monograph on the MSS of Lysias. A list of divergences from
the Oxford text is provided at the end of the introduction. In citing
works of dubious authenticity attributed to the orators I have used
square brackets to indicate my own view only where a judgement on
authenticity had any significance for this commentary.

Throughout the period of research and through numerous drafts I
have leaned heavily on excellent scholarship in several languages, and

ix
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X PREFACE

my debt to previous scholars is evident on every page. But above all
1 have returned repeatedly to Friedrich Blass’s monumental work on
Attic oratory. Unfortunately, it has not always been possible, even
through inter-library loan systems in two countries, to consult all the
commentaries on individual speeches produced in recent decades. The
book was more or less completed in rough draft in St Andrews by
September 1987. Production of the final version was advanced
significantly during a year as visiting professor in the Department of
Classical and Near Eastern Studies in the University of Minnesota,
which freed me from all administrative chores and introduced me to
the word processor, as well as providing me with a stimulating
environment and enjoyable company, both faculty and students. It is
a pleasure to express here my immense gratitude for Minnesotan
hospitality, in and out of the ‘U’. I am especially grateful to George
and Janet Sheets, whose kindness throughout can be imagined only by
those who know them, to Nita Krevans, who helped me with the
transition to modern technology, to Philip Sellew for allowing me the
use of his word processor even when such use was no longer convenient
to him, and to the College of Liberal Arts at the University of
Minnesota for providing me with a Macintosh SE to complete the final
draft. Thanks are also due to my students at three institutions, St
Andrews, the University of Minnesota, and Carleton College (where at
the invitation of Jackson Bryce I taught a course on Greek prose in the
spring term of 1988), who listened to much of what appears in this
book and asked questions which I had failed to ask.

Folwell Hall, Minneapolis C. Carey
1 May 1988

My final task is to record my thanks to Pat Easterling for valuable
comments and suggestions, and to the staff of Cambridge University
Press, particularly Susan Moore for her work as subeditor. Ohe, iam
satis est, ohe, libelle.

Craigard, St Andrews CC
3 May 1989
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