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PREFACE

The period covered in this volume begins a year and a half after the death
of Tulius Caesar and closes at the end of A.D. 69, more than a year after the
death of Nero, the last of the Julio-Claudian emperors. His successors,
Galba, Otho and Vitellius had ruled briefly and disappeared from the
scene, leaving Vespasian as the sole claimant to the throne of empire.
This was a period which witnessed the most profound transformation in
the political configuration of the res publica. In the decade after Caesar’s
death constitutional power was held by Caesar’s heir Octavian, Antony
and Lepidus as tresviri rei publicae constituendae. Our narrative takes as its
starting-point 27 November 43 B.C., the day on which the Lex Titia
legalized the triumviral arrangement, a few days before the death of
Cicero, which was taken as a terminal point by the editors of the new
edition of Volume 1x. By 27 B.c, five years after the expiry of the
triumviral powers, Octavian had emerged as princeps and Augustus, and
in the course of the next forty years he gradually fashioned what was, in
all essentials, a monarchical and dynastic rule which, although passed
from one dynasty to another, was to undergo no radical change until the
end of the third century of our era.

If Augustus was the guiding genius behind the political transforma-
tion of the res publica, his influence was hardly less important in the
extension of Roman dominion in the Mediterranean lands, the Near East
and north-west Europe. At no time did Rome acquire more provincial
territory or more influence abroad than in the reign of the first princeps.
Accretion under his successors was steady but much slower. Conquest
apart, the period as a whole is one in which the prosperity resulting from
the pax romana, whose foundations were laid under the Republic, can be
properly documented throughout the empire.

It is probably true that there is no period in Roman history on which
the views of modern scholars have been more radically transformed in
the last six decades. It is therefore appropriate to indicate briefly in what
respects this volume differs most significantly, in approach and cover-
age, from its predecessor and to justify the scheme which has been
adopted, particularly in view of the fact that the new editions of the three

Xix

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521264303
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-26430-3 - The Cambridge Ancient History: Second Edition: Volume X:
The Augustan Empire, 43 B.C.—A.D. 69

Edited By Alan K. Bowman, Edward Champlin and Andrew Lintott
Frontmatter

More information

XX PREFACE

volumes covering the period between the death of Caesar and the death
of Constantine have to some extent been planned as a unity.

As far as the general scheme is concerned, we have considered it
essential to have as a foundation a political narrative history of the
period, especially to emphasize what was contingent and unpredictable
(chs. 1-6). The following chapters are more analytical and take a longer
view of government and institutions (chs. 7-12), regions (chs. 13—14),
social and cultural developments (chs. 15—21), although we have tried on
the whole to avoid the use of an excessively broad brush. Interesting and
invaluable though it was in its day, we have not been able to contemp-
late, for example, a counterpart to F. Oertel’s chapter (1st edn ch. 13) on
the ‘Economic unification of the Mediterranean region’. We are con-
scious, however, that in the absence of such chapters something of value
has been lost and we urge readers not to regard the first edition as a
volume of merely antiquarian interest; the chapters of Syme on the
northern frontiers (12) and Nock on religious developments (14), to
name but two, still have much to offer to the historian.

The profound influence of Sir Ronald Syme’s The Roman Revolution,
published five years after the first edition of CAH Volume x, is very
evident in the following pages, as is that of his other, prosopographical
and social studies which have done so much to re-write the history of the
Roman aristocracy in the first century of the Empire. No one will now
doubt that the historian of the Roman state in this period has to take as
much account of the importance of family connexions, of patronage, of
status and property relations as of constitutional or institutional history;
and to see how these relations worked through the institutions of the res
publica, the ordines, the army, the governmental offices and provincial
society.

The influence' of another twentieth-century classic, M. I. Rostovt-
zeff’s Social and Economic History of the Roman Empire, first published in
1926, was perhaps less evident in the pages of the first edition of CAH
Volume x than might have been expected. That balance, it is hoped, has
been redressed. Rostovtzeff’s great achievement was to synthesize, as
no-one had done before, the evidence of written documents, buildings,
coins, sculpture, painting, artefacts and archaeology into a social and
economic history of the empire under Roman rule which did not adopt a
narrowly Romanocentric perspective. The sheer amount of new evi-
dence accruing for the different regions of the empire in the last sixty
years is immense. It is impossible for a single scholar to command
expertise and knowledge of detail over the empire as a whole, and
regional specialization is a marked feature of modern scholarship. The
present volume recognizes this by incorporating chapters on each of the
regions or provinces, as well as Italy, a scheme which will also be
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PREFACE Xxi

adopted in the new edition of Volume x1. As far as these surveys of the
parts of the empire are concerned, the guiding principle has been that the
chapters in the present volume should attempt to describe the develop-
ments which were the preconditions for the achievements, largely
beneficial, of the ‘High Empire’, while the corresponding chapters in
Volume x1 will describe more statically, mutatis mutandis, the state of the
different regions of the Roman world during that period.

Something must be said about the apparent omissions and idiosyncra-
sies. We have not thought it necessary to write an account of the sources
for the period. The major literary sources (Tacitus, Suetonius, Cassius
Dio, Josephus) have been very well served by recent scholarship and this
period is not, from the point of view of the literary evidence, as
problematical as those which follow. The range of documentary,
archaeological and numismatic evidence for different topics and regions
has been thought best left to individual contributors to summarize as
they considered appropriate.

The presence in this volume of a chapter on the unification of Italy
might be thought an oddity. Its inclusion here was a decision taken in
consultation with the editors of the new edition of Volume 1x, on the
ground that the Augustan period is a good standpoint from which to
consider a process which cannot really be considered complete before
that, and perhaps not fully complete even by the Augustan age. Two of
the chapters (those on Egypt and on the development of Roman law)
will have counterparts in Volume x11 (A.D. 193—337), but not in Volume
x1; in both cases the accounts given here are intended to be generally
valid for the first two centuries A.D. The treatment of Judaea and of the
origins of Christianity posed difficulties of organization and articulation,
given the extensive overlap of subject-matter. We nevertheless decided
to invite different scholars to write these sections and to juxtapose them.
It still seems surprising that the first edition of this volume contains no
account of the origins and early growth of Christianity, a phenomenon
which is, from the point of view of the subsequent development of
civilization, surely the most important single feature of our period. Some
degree of overlap with other standard works of reference is inevitable.
We have, however, deliberately tried to avoid this in the case of literature
by including a chapter which is intended as a history of literary activity in
its social context, rather than a history of the literature of the period as
such, which can be found in The Cambridge History of Classical Literature,
Vols. 1 and 11.

Each contributor was asked, as far as possible, to provide an account
of his or her subject which summarizes the present state of knowledge
and (in so far as it exists) orthodoxy, indicating points at which a
different view is adopted. It would have been impossible and undesirable
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xxii PREFACE

to demand uniformity of perspective and the individual chapters, as is
proper, reflect a rich variety of approach and viewpoint, Likewise, we
have not insisted on uniformity of practice in the use of footnotes,
although contributors were asked to avoid long and discursive notes as
far as possible. We can only repeat the statement of the editors in their
preface to Vol. viri, that the variations reflect the different requirements
of the contributors and their subject-material. It will be noted that the
bibliographies are much more extensive and complex than in earlier
volumes of The Cambridge Ancient History; again a reflection of the
greater volume of important work which has been produced on this
period in recent years. Most authors have included in the bibliographies,
which are keyed by coded references, all, or most, of the secondary
works cited in their chapters; others have included in the footnotes some
reference to books, articles and, particularly, publications of primary
sources which were not considered of sufficient general relevance to be
included in the bibliographies. We have let these stand.

Most of the chapters in this volume were written between 1983 and
1988 and we are conscious of the fact that the delay between composition
and publication has been much longer than we would have wished. The
editors themselves must bear a share of the responsibility for this. The
checking of notes and bibliographies, the process of getting typescripts
ready for the press has too often been perforce relegated because of the
pressure of other commitments. Contributors have, nonetheless, been
given the opportunity to update their bibliographies and we hope that
they still have confidence in what they wrote.

There are various debts which it is a pleasure to acknowledge.
Professor John Crook was involved in the planning of this volume and
we are much indebted to his erudition, sagacity and common sense. We
very much regret that he did not feel able to maintain his involvement in
the editorial process and we are the poorer for it. For the speedy and
efficient translation of chapters 14¢, 144 and 20 we are indebted,
respectively, to Dr G. D. Woolf, Dr J.-P. Wild (who also provided
valuable bibliographical guidance) and Edward Champlin. Mr Michael
Sharp, of Corpus Christi College, Oxford and Mr Nigel Hope rendered
meticulous and much-appreciated assistance with the bibliographies.
David Cox drew the maps; the index was compiled by Barbara Hird.

To Pauline Hire and to others at Cambridge University Press involved
in the supervision and production of this volume, we offer thanks for
patience, good humour and ready assistance.

AK.B
E.J.C
AW.L
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