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PREFACE

S oME of the chapters in this book appeared first as
the ‘Virginia Lectures’ given in the University of Charlottes-
ville in 1979, but since then revised for publication. I should
like to express gratitude to the University of Virginia, and
its Committee for Comparative Study of Individual and
Society, for inviting me to deliver those lectures, and more
particularly to all those at Charlottesville from whose
hospitality and kindness I benefited so much during my stay.
I am also indebted to Andrew Brown and to Frank Kermode
for helpful discussion and advice. Throughout, italics in
quotations are added by the writer, to elucidate the point
being made in the present discussion.
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