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GENERAL EDITORS’ PREFACE

When The Cambridge History of China was first planned, more than two
decades ago, it was naturally intended that it should begin with the very
earliest periods of Chinese history. However, the production of the series
has taken place over a period of years when our knowledge both of Chinese
prehistory and of much of the first millennium B.C. has been transformed
by the spate of archeological discoveries that began in the 1920s and has
been gathering increasing momentum since the early 1970s. This flood of
new information has changed our view of early history repeatedly, and there
is not yet any generally accepted synthesis of this new evidence and the
traditional written record. In spite of repeated efforts to plan and produce a
volume or volumes that would summarize the present state of our
knowledge of early China, it has so far proved impossible to do so. It may
well be another decade before it will prove practical to undertake a synthe-
sis of all these new discoveries that is likely to have some enduring value.
Reluctantly, therefore, we begin the coverage of The Cambridge History of
China with the establishment of the first imperial regimes, those of Ch'in
and Han. We are conscious that this leaves a millennium or more of the
recorded past to be dealt with elsewhere, and at another time. We are
equally conscious of the fact that the events and developments of the first
millennium B.C. laid the foundations for the Chinese society and its ideas
and institutions that we are about to describe. The institutions, the literary
and artistic culture, the social forms, and the systems of ideas and beliefs of
Ch’in and Han were firmly rooted in the past, and cannot be understood
without some knowledge of this earlier history. As the modern world grows
more interconnected, historical understanding of it becomes ever more
necessary and the historian’s task ever more complex. Fact and theory affect
each other even as sources proliferate and knowledge increases. Merely to
summarize what is known becomes an awesome task, yet a factual basis of
knowledge is increasingly essential for historical thinking.

Since the beginning of the century, the Cambridge histories have set a
pattern in the English-reading world for multivolume series containing
chapters written by specialists under the guidance of volume editors. The
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vi GENERAL EDITORS’ PREFACE

Cambridge Modern History, planned by Lord Acton, appeared in sixteen
volumes between 1902 and 1912. It was followed by The Cambridge Ancient
History, The Cambridge Medieval History, The Cambridge History of English
Literature, and Cambridge histories of India, of Poland, and of the British
Empire. The original Modern History has now been replaced by The New
Cambridge Modern History in twelve volumes, and The Cambridge Economic
History of Europe is now being completed. Other Cambridge histories in-
clude histories of Islam, Arabic literature, Iran, Judaism, Africa, Japan,
and Latin America.

In the case of China, Western historians face a special problem. The
history of Chinese civilization is more extensive and complex than that of
any single Western nation, and only slightly less ramified than the history
of European civilization as a whole. The Chinese historical record is im-
mensely detailed and extensive, and Chinese historical scholarship has been
highly developed and sophisticated for many centuries. Yet until recent
decades the study of China in the West, despite the important pioneer
work of European sinologists, had hardly progressed beyond the translation
of some few classical historical texts, and the outline history of the major
dynasties and their institutions.

Recently Western scholars have drawn more fully upon the rich tradi-
tions of historical scholarship in China and also in Japan, and greatly
advanced both our detailed knowledge of past events and institutions, and
also our critical understanding of traditional historiography. In addition,
the present generation of Western historians of China can also draw upon
the new outlooks and techniques of modern Western historical scholarship,
and upon recent developments in the social sciences, while continuing to
build upon the solid foundations of rapidly progressing European, Japa-
nese, and Chinese studies. Recent historical events, too, have given promi-
nence to new problems, while throwing into question many older concep-
tions. Under these multiple impacts the Western revolution in Chinese
studies is steadily gathering momentum.

When The Cambridge History of China was first planned in 1966, the aim
was to provide a substantial account of the history of China as a benchmark
for the Western history-reading public: an account of the current state of
knowledge in six volumes. Since then the outpouring of current research,
the application of new methods, and the extension of scholarship into new
fields have further stimulated Chinese historical studies. This growth is
indicated by the fact that the history has now become a planned fifteen
volumes, but will still leave out such topics as the history of art and of
literature, many aspects of economics and technology, and all the riches of
local history.
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GENERAL EDITORS’ PREFACE vii

The striking advances in our knowledge of China’s past over the last
decade will continue and accelerate. Western historians of this great and
complex subject are justified in their efforts by the needs of their own
peoples for greater and deeper understanding of China. Chinese history
belongs to the world not only as a right and necessity, but also as a subject
of compelling interest.

JOHN K. FAIRBANK
DENIS TWITCHETT
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PREFACE TO VOLUME 7

The Chinese is romanized according to the Wade-Giles system, which for
all its imperfections is employed almost universally in the serious literature
on China written in English. There are a few exceptions, which are noted
below. For Japanese, the Hepburn system of romanization is followed.
Mongolian is transliterated following A. Mostaert, Dictionnaire Ordos (Pe-
king, Catholic University, 1941), as modified by Francis W. Cleaves, and
further simplified as follows

¢ becomes ch

§ becomes sh

vy becomes gh
q becomes kh
j becomes j

The transliteration of other foreign languages follows the usage in L. Car-
rington Goodrich and Chaoying Fang, eds., Dictionary of Ming biography
(New York and London: Columbia University Press, 1976).

Chinese personal names are given following their native form—that is
with surname preceding the given name, romanized in the Wade-Giles
system. In the case of Chinese authors of Western-language works, the
names are given in the published form, in which the given name may
sometimes precede the surname (for example, Chaoying Fang). In the case
of some contemporary scholars from the People’s Republic of China, we
employ their preferred romanization in the Pinyin system (for example,
Wang Yuquan), and for some Hong Kong scholars, we follow the Canto-
nese transcriptions of their names under which they publish in English (for
example, Hok-lam Chan, Chiu Ling-yeoung).

Chinese place names are romanized according to the Wade-Giles system
with the exception of those plages familiar in the English-language litera-
ture in nonstandard postal spellings. For a list of these, see G. William
Skinner, Modern Chinese society: A critical bibliography (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 1973), Vol. I, Introduction, p. iix. The two areas around
Peking and Nanking under the direct control of the court are referred to in
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XVvi PREFACE TO VOLUME 7

Chinese as Pei Chih-li and Nan Chih-li respectively, and in English as the
Northern and Southern Metropolitan Regions. And finally, although Pe-
king should properly be referred to as Pei-p’ing (The North is Pacified)
from 1368 to 1420, in the interest of clarity it is anachronistically referred
to as Peking throughout the text, except in those places where the history
of the city’s name is under discussion.

Ming official titles generally follow those given in Charles O. Hucker, A
dictionary of official titles in imperial China (Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 1985), with the following modifications regarding the terms Secretar-
iat and grand secretariat. For the period until 1380, the term “Secretariat” is
employed. After that date, we employ consistently the form “grand secre-
tariat” to translate nei-ko, to underline the unofficial character of that
institution. Its members are referred to with the title “grand secretary.”
Charles O. Hucker's earlier translation of “National University” for Kuo-tzu
chien has been preferred over “Directorate of Education,” and the translation
“Protector of the State” has been preferred over “Regent” for the term
chien-kuo, since the Ming dynasty did not strictly speaking institute any
provisions for a regency. An exception is made in the case of the short-lived
provisional regimes of the Southern Ming (see Chapter 11), when normal
government was no longer feasible.

Emperors are referred to by their temple names during their reign and
by their personal names prior to their accession. The reign title of
“Ch’eng-tsu” is romanized in the form “Yung-lo,” which has become con-
ventional in English-language literature, rather than in the form “Yung-
le.” The dates for an emperor’s reign refer to the years when the regnal title
was formally instituted. Because the regnal title remained in use after an
emperor’s death until the end of the lunar year in which he died, in most
cases, emperors ascended the throne during the year prior to the institution
of their regnal titles. For example, the Ch’eng-hua emperor ascended the
throne in February 1464, but his regnal title was not used until the
beginning of the next lunar year, and hence the first year of his reign is
traditionally given as 140s.

Dates have been converted to their Western equivalents in the Julian
calendar until 1582 and the Gregorian calendar thereafter, following Keith
Hazelton, A synchronic Chinese-Western daily calendar 1341—-1661 A.D.,
Ming Studies Research Series, No. 1 (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota
Press, 1984). The reader should remember that when Chinese sources refer
to a year alone, this year does not correspond exactly to its Western
equivalent.

The ages of individuals are sometimes cited in the Chinese form of sxi.
Conventionally a person was one sx/ at birth and became two sx/ on the
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PREFACE TO VOLUME 7 xvii

New Year following. Thus in Western terms a person was always at least
one year younger than his Chinese age in s#/ and might be almost two years
younger if he were born at the end of the Chinese year. In attempting to
give dates for individuals where birth or death dates are not available, the
form cs. (chin shibh) is used to indicate the year in which the individual
passed the highest civil service examination.

The maps are based on the recent historical atlas of Yiian and Ming
China, which appears as Vol. 7 of the series Chung-kno li-shib ti-t'u chi
(Shanghai: Chung-hua ti-t'u hsiieh-she, 1975).
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MING WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
I. Length 1 ch'ih = 10 t5s'un
= 12.3 inches (approx.)
1 pu (double pace) = 5 ch'ib
1 chang = 10 ch'th
1/ = 1/3 mile
II. Weight 1 liang (tael) = 1.3 ounces
1 chin (catty) = 16 liang

1.3 pounds (approx.)
0.99 quart (approx.)

I

III. Capacity 1 sheng

1 tou = 10 sheng
1 shibltan (picul)® = 10 tou
= 99 quarts
= 3.1 bushels
IV. Area 1 mou (mu) = 0.14 acre
1 ch'ing = 100 mou

Note: The Chinese measurements sometimes mentioned in these chapters derive from a bewildering
variety of sources and from regions where standard units varied. They do not imply a dynasty-long or
empirewide standard and are to be treated only as approximations.

*The shihltan was properly a measure of capacity. It is, however, frequently used also as a measure of
weight equivalent to 100 chin.
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GENEALOGY OF THE MING IMPERIAL FAMILY
Trai-tsu (1 328-98)
r.1368-98
2(14;0ns
xsrl [l -Uh] TTTT l toth TTTT h(nh] t7¢h] TTTT 2aed] TT1
Chu Piao (1355-92) | Ch'eng-tsu (1 360—1424) Chu Tan  Chu Chan  Chu Ch’ian  Chu Ching
HA 1368-92 (T'ai-tsung) r. 1403—24 (1378-1448)
5 sons 4 sons .
l znd! IR lstl 2nd| ;rdl 1
“ | Hui-tsung (1377-14027) Jen-tsung (1378-1425)] Chu Kao-hsi  Chu Kao-sut
HA 1392; r. 1399—1402 HA 1404: 1. 1425 (1380-1429) reb. 1426
15 sons reb. 1426
1sr[ TTTTTTTTI
Hsuan-tsung (1399—1435)
HA 1404: 1. 1426-35
2 sons
lS(L —l
Ying-tsung (1427-04) Ching-ti (1428-57) Chu Chih-fan
HA 1428, r. 1435-49. 145704 (Tai-tsung) r. 1450—56 reb. 1510
9 sons
15([ TTTTTTT
Hsien-tsung (1.447-87) Chu Chien-chi Chu Ch'en-hao
HA 1449-52, 1457-04: r. 1465-8> HA 1352~53 reb. 1519
14 sons
15([ 2nd srd _uhl TTTTTTTTT1
Chu Yu-chi | Hsiao-tsung (1470-1505)] Chu Yu-yuan
HA 1471 - HA 13475 r. 1488-1505
2 sons
rsrl [
Wu-tsung (1491-1521) Shih-tsung (1507-67)
HA 1492; r. 150621 r. 1522-66
8 ;uns
lstl zndl ;rd{ ITTT1
Chu Tsai-huo Mu-tsung (1537-72)
HA 1539-49 r. 1567-72
4 sons
s [ | Swvouma ] TCha Varrich
*Chu 1-shih Shen-tsung (1563—1620) Chu I-hu ! (l()02~4()): Iodo 1647 |
d. tss9 HA 1568, r 1573-1620 Ll';_l_()_.]j:_)_(\_} :_.r_'_'._(’jf__{ |
8 sons
-
ist T ard TTT 7eh) |
Kuang-tsung (1582-1620)| Chu Ch'ang-hsiin  Chu Ch'ang-ying  Chu Chlang-tang  Chu I-hai

(Prince of Lub)  (regenc Lu)

HA 1601; r. 1620
—

7 sons
L

TTT

Hsi-tsung (1605-27)

R
Ssu-tsung (1611 —44)

15([ s¢ch

)

Yu-lang (1623-62

r. 1621-27 (Chuang-lich-ti) r. 1628-44 L_‘(_.AI(14A4:4_S__“I ! Ai_r;_l(l.;_(?:(l?;?—_.‘J
3 ;()ns 7 ;ons
j R ~ TTTTT1
* # * Chu T'zu-lang (1629~45)
HA 7-?
* = Sons who died before maturity (selected). r. = Reignperiodasemperor.
HA = Male heirapparent. reb. = Rebelled. Dashed box = Southern Ming emperors

Note: Table shows only male members of the Chu imperial family who were significant in the line of
imperial succession, who were important rebels, or who were forebears of such men. The numbers of
sons and generational placement of certain individuals follow data in the “Pen chi” and “Chu wang hsi
piao” sections of the Ming shih, corroborated closely in DMB and ECCP. Other sources may vary on
account of criteria for establishing “legitimate” sons, etc.
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MING DYNASTY EMPERORS
Given name Reign name Temple name

Chu Ytiian-chang
Chu Yin-wen
Chu Ti

Chu Kao-chih
Chu Chan-chi
Chu Ch'’i-chen
Chu Ch'i-yii
Chu Ch’i-chen
Chu Chien-shen
Chu Yu-t'ang
Chu Hou-chao
Chu Hou-ts'ung
Chu Tsai-hou
Chu I-chun
Chu Ch'ang-lo
Chu Yu-chiao
Chu Yu-chien

Chu Yu-sung
Chu Yii-chien
Chu Ch’ang-fang
Chu Yu-lang
Chu Yii-yueh
Chu I-hai

Hung-wu (1368-98)
Chien-wen (1399-1402)
Yung-lo (1403-24)
Hung-hsi  (1425)
Hsiian-te (1426-35)
Cheng-t'ung (1436-49)
Ching-t'ai (1450-56)
T'ien-shun (1457—-64)
Ch’eng-hua (1465-87)
Hung-chih  (1488-1505)
Cheng-te (1506-21)
Chia-ching (1522-66)
Lung-ch’ing (1567-72)
Wan-li (1573-1620)
Tai-ch’ang  (1620)
T’ien-ch’i  (1621-27)
Ch'ung-chen (1628-44)

Southern Ming

Hung-kuang (6.1644-6.1645)
Lung-wu (8.1645-10.1646)

regent Luh  (6.1645)

Yung-li (12.1646-1.1662)

Shao-wu (12.1646)
regent Lu  (8.1645-1653)

T ai-tsu
Hui-ti, Hui-tsung
T'ai-tsung, Ch'eng-tsu
Jen-tsung
Hstian-tsung
Ying-tsung
Tai-tsung, Ching-ti
Ying-tsung
Hsien-tsung
Hsiao-tsung
Wu-tsung
Shih-tsung
Mu-tsung
Shen-tsung
Kuang-tsung
Hsi-tsung
I-tsung, Ssu-tsung,
Huai-tsung,
Chuang-lieh-ti

An-tsung
Shao-tsung
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Key to numbered prefectures

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
1 Yen-ch'ing chou

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
1 Chiang-chou fu
2 Chen-chiang fu
3 Kuang-te fu

CHEKIANG

1 Chia-hsing fu

2 Ning-po fu
KWANGTUNG

1 Nan-hsiung fu
KIANGSI

1 Chiu-chiang fu
HUKWANG

1 Han-yang fu

2 Pao-ching-chou Hsuan-wei ssu
3 Yung-shun Hsuan wei ssu

KWANGSI
1 Chiang-chou
2 Hsiang-wu chou
3 Lung-chou
4 P'ing-hsiang chou
6 Ssu-ling chou
6 Ssu-ming fu
7 Tu-k'ang chou

KWEICHOW
1 An-nan wei
2 An-shunchou
3 Chen-ning chou
4 Chen-yuan fu
5 Ch'ih-shui wei
6 Hsin-tien wei
7 Hsing-lung wei
8 Li-ku chou
9 Li-p'ing fu
10 Lung-li wei
11 Pi-chieh wei
12 P'ing-pa wei
13 P’ing-yueh wei
14 P'u-an chou
15 Pu-shih suo
16 Shih-ch'ien fu
17 Ssu-chou fu
18 Ssu-nan fu
19 Tu-yun fu
20 Tung-jen fu
21 Wei-ch'ing wei

THE MING EMPIRE

W The capital cities

®  Provincial capitals
Prefectural seats
Provincial boundaries
----- Prefectural boundaries

Exterior boundaries shown were undemarcated and
especially in the south-west are only approximate

9 3(])0 miles
& 7 N " 500km

YUNNAN

Che-le-tien ssu

Chen-yuan fu

Cheng-chiang fu

Ho-ch'ing fu

Hsin-hua ¢hou

Hsun-tien fu

Kan-yai Hsuan-fu ssu

Lung-ch'uan Hsuan-fu ssu

Mang-shih ssu Shan-~hsi hsing
10 Meng-hua fu Chen-) (u-i:,:hsl;\u-hul

11 Nan-tien Hsuan-fu ssu i

CONONHWN =

12 Ta-hou chou Shan-tan
13 Wan-tien chou .
SZECHWAN IKan- <, )
1 Ch'iung-chou ! o weei Yupg- |
2 Li-chou An-fu ssu ">\ ’chang .-~
3 Mei-chou X wel
4 Tieh-chisuo Ned
5 Yung-ning Hsuan-fu ssu QSFR N
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Map 1. Political divisions of Ming China
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tu-ssu)
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