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PREFACE

THI1s introduction to the History and Records of the Court of
Wards and Liveries originated in the work of compiling the Guide
to, and Analytical List of, Court of Wards Miscellanea, which I
completed in 1937 at the end of my temporary appointment on the
Public Record Office staff. My subsequent employment—both
before the war and after—as a part-time editor at the Public Record
Office has enabled me to examine and list other classes of the
Court’s records and to obtain much of the material that I have used
in this book. I therefore owe a heavy debt of gratitude to the late
Mr A. E. Stamp, who as Deputy Keeper of the Records gave me
the opportunity of undertaking this work, and to his successors,
Sir Cyril Flower and Sir Hilary Jenkinson, who have enabled me
to continue it. My debt is equally great to many of my former
colleagues in the Public Record Office, and especially I must
acknowledge the scholarly and kindly help of the late Mr S. C.
Ratcliff, and of Mr H. C. Johnson, Mr R. B. Pugh and Mr N. J.
Williams.

I am grateful to the Most Hon. the Marquess of Salisbury for
his kind permission to use and quote those parts of the Calendar
of his manuscripts that still remain unpublished, and to Lord
Sackville for his generous agreement to my citing certain of his
manuscripts. For documents in these and other private collections
I have also used the printed Calendars of the Historical Manu-
scripts Commission.

H. E. BELL
NEW COLLEGE,
OXFORD

4 April 1952
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