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THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN ARMY AND
THE FIRST WORLD WAR

This is a definitive account of the Austro-Hungarian Royal and Imperial
Army during the First World War. Graydon A. Tunstall shows how
Austria-Hungary entered the war woefully unprepared for the ordeal it
would endure. When the war commenced, the Habsburg Army proved
grossly understrength relative to trained officers and manpower, possess-
ing obsolete weapons and equipment, and with the vast majority of its
troops proved inadequately trained for modern warfare. Well over one
million Habsburg troops mobilized, creating an enormous logistical chal-
lenge of forging an army from the diverse cultures, languages, economic
and educational backgrounds of the empire’s peoples. Tunstall shows how
the army suffered from poor strategic direction and outdated tactics,
while launching a two-front offensive against both Russia and Serbia.
He charts the army’s performance on the battlefields of Galicia, Serbia,
Romania and Italy through to its ultimate collapse in 1918.

GRAYDON A. TUNSTALL was formerly Professor of History at the
University of South Florida. His previous publications include Planning
for War against Russia and Serbia: Austro-Hungarian and German
Military Strategies, 1871-1914 (1993), Blood on the Snow: The
Carpathian Winter War of 1915 (2010) and Written in Blood: The
Battles for Fortress Przemysl in WWI (2016).
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ARMIES OF THE GREAT WAR

This is a major new series of studies of the armies of the major combat-
ants in the First World War for publication during the war’s centenary.
The books are written by leading military historians and set operations
and strategy within the broader context of foreign-policy aims and allied
strategic relations, national mobilisation and domestic social, political and
economic effects.

Titles in the series include:

The American Army and the First World War by David Woodward

The Austro-Hungarian Army and the First World War by Graydon A.
Tunstall

The British Army and the First World War by Ian Beckett, Timothy
Bowman and Mark Connelly

The French Army and the First World War by Elizabeth Greenhalgh
The German Army and the First World War by Robert Foley

The Italian Army and the First World War by John Gooch

The Russian Army and the First World War by Bruce W. Menning
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