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Clandestine Political Violence

This volume compares four types of clandestine political violence: left-

wing (in Italy and Germany), right-wing (in Italy), ethnonationalist (in

Spain), and religious fundamentalist (in Islamist clandestine organiza-

tions). Donatella della Porta develops her own definition of clandestine

political violence that is oriented toward theory building. Building on the

most recent developments in social movement studies, della Porta pro-

poses an original interpretative model. Using a unique research design,

she singles out some common causal mechanisms at the onset, during the

persistence, and at the demise of clandestine political violence. The

development of the phenomenon is located within the interactions

among social movements, countermovements, and the state. She pays

particular attention to the ways in which the different actors cognitively

construct the reality they act on. The internal dynamics of the clandestine

political organizations are given special attention. Based on original

empirical research as well as existing research in many languages, this

book is rich in empirical evidence on some of the most crucial cases of

clandestine political violence.

Donatella della Porta is a professor of sociology at the European

University Institute (EUI) and a professor of political science at the

Istituto Italiano di Scienze Umane. She was the 2011 recipient of the

Mattei Dogan Prize for distinguished achievements in the field of polit-

ical sociology. She directs both the Centre on SocialMovement Studies at

the EUI and theMobilizing for Democracy project with funding from the

European Research Council. She is coeditor of European Political

Science Review. Her previous publications with Cambridge University

Press include Meeting Democracy (edited with Dieter Rucht, 2012);

Approaches and Methodologies in the Social Sciences (edited with

Michael Keating, 2008); and Social Movements, Political Violence,

and the State (1995).
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