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RELATIVE CHRONOLOGY IN
EARLY GREEK EPIC POETRY

This book sets out to disentangle the complex chronology of early
Greek epic poetry, which includes Homer, Hesiod, hymns and cata-
logues. The preserved corpus of these texts is characterized by a rather
uniform language and many recurring themes, thus making the estab-
lishment of chronological priorities a difficult task. The editors have
brought together scholars working on these texts from both a linguistic
and a literary perspective to address the problem. Some contributions
offer statistical analysis of the linguistic material or linguistic analysis
of subgenres within epic, others use a neoanalytical approach to the
history of epic themes or otherwise seek to track the development and
interrelationship of epic contents. All the contributors focus on the
implications of their study for the dating of early epic poems relative
to each other. Thus the book offers an overview of the current state
of discussion.

øivind andersen is Professor of Greek at the University of Oslo.
He is also currently a fellow of the Institute of Advanced Study at the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters.

dag t. t. haug is Associate Professor of Latin at the University of
Oslo.
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Preface

The present volume on relative chronology in early Greek epic poetry orig-
inates from a conference under the same heading which was organized at
the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters in Oslo in the summer
of , with generous financial support from the Academy and from the
Ludvig Holberg Memorial Fund and with a contribution from the Depart-
ment of Philosophy, Classics, History of Art and Ideas at the University of
Oslo. At the conference, a dozen of invited and a score of other papers were
given, on both literary and linguistic aspects of the problem, leading to
much fruitful discussion. The editors are pleased to present this selection
of essays to a wider audience.

The editors wish to express their sincere thanks to their co-organizer of
the conference, Anastasia Maravela, who also contributed substantially to
the early stages of the work on the present volume. They also wish to thank
Pål Rykkja Gilbert for valuable assistance in the final stages of the work.
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