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RELATIVE CHRONOLOGY IN
EARLY GREEK EPIC POETRY

This book sets out to disentangle the complex chronology of early
Greek epic poetry, which includes Homer, Hesiod, hymns and cata-
logues. The preserved corpus of these texts is characterized by a rather
uniform language and many recurring themes, thus making the estab-
lishment of chronological priorities a difficult task. The editors have
brought together scholars working on these texts from both a linguistic
and a literary perspective to address the problem. Some contributions
offer statistical analysis of the linguistic material or linguistic analysis
of subgenres within epic, others use a neoanalytical approach to the
history of epic themes or otherwise seek to track the development and
interrelationship of epic contents. All the contributors focus on the
implications of their study for the dating of early epic poems relative
to each other. Thus the book offers an overview of the current state
of discussion.

@IVIND ANDERSEN is Professor of Greek at the University of Oslo.
He is also currently a fellow of the Institute of Advanced Study at the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters.

DAG T. T. HAUG is Associate Professor of Latin at the University of

O:slo.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521194976
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-0-521-19497-6 — Relative Chronology in Early Greek Epic Poetry
Edited by @ivind Andersen , Dag T. T. Haug

Frontmatter

More Information

RELATIVE CHRONOLOGY IN
EARLY GREEK EPIC POETRY

EDITED BY

OIVIND ANDERSEN AND DAG T. T. HAUG

55 CAMBRIDGE
%:EP UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521194976
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-0-521-19497-6 — Relative Chronology in Early Greek Epic Poetry
Edited by @ivind Andersen , Dag T. T. Haug

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cs2 88s, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, usa
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521194976

© Cambridge University Press 2012

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2012
First paperback edition 2015

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
Relative chronology in early Greek epic poetry / edited by @ivind Andersen, Dag T. T. Haug.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-521-19497-6 (hardback)
1. Epic poetry, Greek — History and criticism. 2. Epic poetry, Greek — Chronology.
1. Andersen, Qivind. 1. Haug, Dag. 1. Title.
PA3105.R45 2012
883".01 —dc23 2011024516

ISBN 978-0-521-19497-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-107-52591-7 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521194976
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-0-521-19497-6 — Relative Chronology in Early Greek Epic Poetry
Edited by @ivind Andersen , Dag T. T. Haug

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

Notes on contributors
Preface
Abbreviations

Introduction
Oivind Andersen and Dag T. T. Haug

1 TP&TOV Te kal UoTaTov aitv &eideiv: relative chronology
and the literary history of the early Greek epos
Richard Janko

2 Relative chronology and an ‘Aeolic phase’ of epic
Brandtly Jones

3 The other view: focus on linguistic innovations in the
Homeric epics
Rudolf Wachter

4 Late features in the speeches of the //iad
Margalit Finkelberg

5 Tmesis in the epic tradition
Dag T. T. Haug

6 The Doloneia revisited
Georg Danek

7 Odyssean stratigraphy
Stephanie West

8 Older heroes and earlier poems: the case of Heracles in
the Odyssey
Divind Andersen

page Vil
xi
xii

20

44

65
8o
96
106

122

138

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521194976
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-19497-6 — Relative Chronology in Early Greek Epic Poetry

Edited by @ivind Andersen , Dag T. T. Haug

Frontmatter

More Information

vi

I0

II

12

13

Contents

The Catalogue of Women within the Greek epic tradition:

allusion, intertextuality and traditional referentiality
Ian C. Rutherford

Intertextuality without text in early Greek epic
Jonathan S. Burgess

Perspectives on neoanalysis from the archaic hymns
to Demeter
Bruno Currie

The relative chronology of the Homeric Catalogue of
Ships and of the lists of heroes and cities within the
Catalogue

Wolfgang Kullmann

Towards a chronology of early Greek epic
Martin West

Bibliography
General index
Index locorum

152

168

184

210

224

242
261
269

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521194976
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-0-521-19497-6 — Relative Chronology in Early Greek Epic Poetry
Edited by @ivind Andersen , Dag T. T. Haug

Frontmatter

More Information

Notes on CO?’Zﬂ'ib%l’Oi"S

D1vIND ANDERSEN is a professor of Classical philology (Greek) at the
University of Oslo; in 1989—93 he was the Director of the Norwegian
Institute at Athens. He has published Die Diomedesgestalt in der Ilias
(1978) and many articles on Homer. His other main research interests
are orality and literacy, and ancient rhetoric.

JoNATHAN s. BURGEsS is a Professor in the Classics department at the
University of Toronto, Canada. His areas of research include early Greek
epic, mythological iconography, and travel literature. His main publica-
tions are The Tradition of the Trojan War in Homer and the Epic Cycle
(2001) and The Death and Afierlife of Achilles (2009).

Bruno CURRIE is Monro Fellow and Tutor in Classics at Oriel College,
Oxford, and Lecturer at Oxford University, UK. He is the author of
Pindar and the Cult of Heroes (Oxford, 2005) and co-editor of Epic
Interactions: Perspectives on Homer, Virgil and the Epic Tradition pre-
sented to Jasper Griffin by Former Pupils (Oxford, 2006). His main
research interests are choral lyric, early hexameter poetry and Greek
religion.

GEeORG DANEK is Associate Professor at the University of Vienna, Austria.
He works mostly on Homer, including comparative studies in South
Slavic Epics. His books are: Studien zur Dolonie (1988), Epos und Zitat:
Studien zu den Quellen der Odyssee (1998) and Bosnische Heldenepen
(2002).

MaARGALIT FINKELBERG is Professor of Classics at Tel Aviv University,
Israel. She has widely published on Homer and epic tradition, Aegean
prehistory, and poetics and literary theory. She is the author of The Birth
of Literary Fiction in Ancient Greece (1998) and Greeks and Pre-Greeks:
Aegean Prehistory and Greek Heroic Tradition (2005), and the editor of
the Homer Encyclopedia I-III (2011).

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521194976
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-0-521-19497-6 — Relative Chronology in Early Greek Epic Poetry
Edited by @ivind Andersen , Dag T. T. Haug

Frontmatter

More Information

viii Notes on contributors

Dag 1. T. HAUG isan associate professor of Latin at the University of Oslo.
His main field of interest is the linguistic study of ancient languages.
He has published Les phases de I'évolution de la langue épique (2002),
and many articles on Greek and Latin linguistics, mainly syntax and
pragmatics.

RicHARD JaNko is is Gerald E Else Collegiate Professor of Classical
Studies at the University of Michigan. He is the author of Homer,
Hesiod and the Hymns: Diachronic Development in Epic Diction (1982)
and of The Iliad: A Commentary. Volume IV: Books 13—16 (1992), which
includes introductory chapters on the diction and text of Homer. Other
book publications include Aristotle on Comedy: Towards a Reconstruction
of ‘Poetics 11’ (1984) and Philodemus Bk. 1: On Poems (Oxford 2000).

BRANDTLY JONEs is Chair of Foreign Languages and teaches Latin at St.
Anne’s-Belfield School in Charlottesville, Virginia, USA. He received his
Ph.D. from Cornell University in 2008 with a dissertation on ‘Relative
Chronology and the Language of Epic’, which he is currently reworking
for publication. His research interests include Archaic and Hellenistic
Greek epic poetry, historical linguistics and the poetry of Catullus and
Vergil.

WoLrrcaNG KULLMANN is emeritus professor of Greek at the University
of Freiburg, Germany. His publications include Das Wirken der Gotter in
der Ilias (1956) and Die Quellen der Ilias (Troischer Epenkreis) (1960). He
has also published a number of articles on Homer and Greek epic poetry,
some of which are collected in Homerische Motive (1992) and in Realitiit,
Imagination und Theorie: Kleine Schriften zu Epos und Tragodie in der
Antike (2002). His other main field of research is Aristotle’s biological
writings.

IaN c. RUTHERFORD is Professor of Greek at the University of Reading.
He is the author of Pindar’s Paeans: A Reading of the Fragments with a
Survey of the Genre (2001) and the editor with R. Hunter of Wandering
Poets in Ancient Greek Culture (2009). His chief research interests are
Greek poetry, Greek religion, especially pilgrimage and #heoria, and
contact between the Aegean and Anatolia in the Bronze Age.

RupoLr WACHTER is Professeur associé¢ de linguistique historique indo-
européenne at the University of Lausanne (since 2006) and extraordi-
nary professor of Greek, Latin and Indo-European Linguistics at the
University of Basel (since 1997). He obtained a doctoral degree in Latin

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521194976
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-19497-6 — Relative Chronology in Early Greek Epic Poetry

Edited by @ivind Andersen , Dag T. T. Haug
Frontmatter
More Information

Notes on contributors X

in Ziirich (Altlateinische Inschriften, 1987) and another in Comparative
Philology in Oxford (Non-Attic Greek Vase Inscriptions, 2001) and has
published widely in linguistics, Greek and Roman epigraphy, and on the
history of the alphabet.

MAaRrTIN WEST is an Emeritus Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford. He
has published many editions of Greek poetic texts, including the //iad,
Hesiod, the Homeric Hymns, the early epic fragments, the elegiac and
fambic poets, and Aeschylus, besides such works as Greek Metre (1982),
The Orphic Poems (1983), Ancient Greek Music (1992), The East Face of
Helicon (1997) and Indo-European Poetry and Myth (2007).

SterHANIE WEST isan Emeritus Fellow of Hertford College, Oxford, UK.
Her main research interests are in Homer, Herodotus and Lycophron.
Her most recent publications on Homer are ‘Phoenix’s antecedents:
a note on lliad 9’, Scripta Classica Israelica 20 (2001), 1-15 and ‘Die
Odyssee: Inhalt u. Aufbau’, in J. Latacz et al. (eds.), Homer: Der Mythos
von Troia in Dichtung und Kunst (Munich, 2008), 139—s0. She is cur-
rently working on a commentary on Herodotus book 4.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521194976
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-0-521-19497-6 — Relative Chronology in Early Greek Epic Poetry
Edited by @ivind Andersen , Dag T. T. Haug

Frontmatter

More Information

Preface

The present volume on relative chronology in early Greek epic poetry orig-
inates from a conference under the same heading which was organized at
the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters in Oslo in the summer
of 2006, with generous financial support from the Academy and from the
Ludvig Holberg Memorial Fund and with a contribution from the Depart-
ment of Philosophy, Classics, History of Art and Ideas at the University of
Oslo. At the conference, a dozen of invited and a score of other papers were
given, on both literary and linguistic aspects of the problem, leading to
much fruitful discussion. The editors are pleased to present this selection
of essays to a wider audience.

The editors wish to express their sincere thanks to their co-organizer of
the conference, Anastasia Maravela, who also contributed substantially to
the early stages of the work on the present volume. They also wish to thank
Pal Rykkja Gilbert for valuable assistance in the final stages of the work.
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