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defined in relation to other kinds of activity
–

etymology –, 

as life’s work –, 

reasons for choice of –, –

philosophy
academic status –

death as gateway to , –, –,
–

debate as to nature of (in Lovers) –

low place in public opinion –, 

modern uses of term –

nonSocratic conceptions , –, 

Phaedo’s account of –, –

Platonic redefinition , , 

problem-solving element 

(range of ) Socratic/Platonic conceptions
–, –, , –, , 

Socrates’ failure to define precisely 

(supposed) change in Plato’s view of –

piety
(im)possibility in gods –

of Socrates’ purpose –

pilot, (flawed) analogy with philosopher 

Pittacus of Mytilene 

Plato
absence from dialogues , 

(alleged) change of approach/personality –,
, –, , –, –, –,
–

anti-doctrinaire stance ; misunderstood
–

authorial stance –

avoidance of self-promotion 

creativity –

criticisms –, 

distancing from views expressed –,


influence in modern world –

logical acumen –, –, 

motives/message in dialogues –

name: change of –; wordplay on
–

philosophical views , –, –

(possible) Pythagorean influences 

posthumous reputation 
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priorities 

relationship with readers –

reluctance to pronounce authoritatively 

pleasure, philosophical view of –

Plotinus 

Plutarch , , 

poets –

claims to wisdom , 

Polansky, Ronald 

Polemarchus (interlocutor) 

politicians
claims to wisdom –, , 

Socrates’ attempts to educate –

Popper, Karl 

preliminary studies, need for 

“Prettycity” see Kallipolis
Prodicus of Ceos , 

Protagoras –, 

Protagoras of Abdera 

interrogation by surrogate (in Theaetetus) ,
, 

Socrates’ rejection of thesis –

Pythagoras , –, 

supposed visit to Hades 

Pythagorean ideas/communities –,
–, , , 

Glaucon’s/Adeimantus’ attachment to ,
–, 

(implied) criticisms 

Plato’s belief/unbelief in 

popularity at time of writing 

role in Phaedo , , –, , –,
–, –, –, , –

Socrates’ differences with –

“queer,” compared to “philosophizing” 

question-and-answer method , , , 

contrasted with speech-against-speech mode
–

as founded in agreement 

overlap with speech method (in Republic)
, –, 

stylized mode , , , 

recollection, Pythagorean theory of 

Reeve, C.D.C. , , , 

refutation, as business of philosopher , ,
–

Republic –, , , , –, –, ,
, –, , 

account of philosophy –, 

(apparent) internal inconsistency –, 

Book  –

compared with Timaeus , 

educational program –

plans to continue discussion –

see also Adeimantus; city; controversial ideas;
Glaucon; speech; war

right/wrong, (problems of ) definition 

Robinson, Richard 

Roochnik, David 

Rowe, Christopher , , , 

Rue, Rachel , –

Ryle, Gilbert –, 

sages –, 

Sedley, David , , , , , , , , 

seeming, links/differences with being –,
–

Sharp, Kendall , 

Shields, Christopher 

Simmias (interlocutor) –, , –,
, –

challenges to arguments 

lack of clarity of thought 

Slings, S.R. , , , , 

Smith, Nicholas , , , , , 

Socrates
agnosticism 

as answerer 

anti-doctrinaire stance 

anti-Pythagorean practices –

(apparent) duality of approach –, –

beliefs –

consistency across dialogues , , , ,
–, –

historical figure, relationship with Plato’s
presentation –, 

idiosyncratic use of (accusers’) vocabulary
–, , , –, 

last day , –

oratorical abilities 

presentation of character , –

presentation of controversial views – see
also doctrinal approach; Republic

self-effacement –

trial: accusers ; defense speech , –,
, ; persons attending , 

youth –, 

Socrates, as philosopher –

described as , , –

divergence from descriptions –, –,
, –, , –, ,
–

educative role , –

self-description as –

specific application of term –

suitability for role 

www.cambridge.org/9780521190619
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-19061-9 — Socrates and Philosophy in the Dialogues of Plato
Sandra Peterson
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 General index

Solon –, , , , –, 

Sophist , , , , –, 

sophists , –, , , –, 

description in Sophist , 

distrust of 

Plato/Socrates distinguished from –

sophos/sophia see wisdom
soul(s)

arguments for justice focused on ,
–

care of, centrality to worldly existence –,
–

immortality of –, –, , , ,
–, –, –, , –;
arguments for –; myths of 

transmigration, theory of , , ,  see
also recollection

Sparta –

speech (in Republic) 

choice of method –

construction to order –, 

conventions of , 

rejection in favour of question and answer


Socrates’ preparedness to engage in –

Socrates’ reluctance to engage in ,


as technical exercise 

unconventional elements 

see also controversial ideas
speeches, writers of –

Sprague, Rosamond Kent 

Statesman , –

Stobaeus 

Strauss, Leo 

suicide, prohibition/objections –,
–, –, 

Symposium , , , –, 

teachers, Socratic examinations –, –,
–, 

Thales of Miletus –, , –, ,


Theaetetus , –, –

date of composition –

see also “digression”
Theaetetus (young interlocutor) , , –,

, –, , , –

biographical background , 

praised by other speakers , , 

Theages –, 

Theodorus of Cyrene (atheist) 

Theodorus of Cyrene (teacher/interlocutor) ,
, , , –, , –, , , ,


comparison with Socrates –

presentation of character –, –

revelation –

thoughtfulness
distinguished from “wisdom” , , , ,



as feature of Socrates’ life 

(im)possibilty as divine attribute 

Thrasymachus (interlocutor) –, , , ,
, 

Thucydides 

Timaeus –, , 

Aristotelian interpretation 

depiction of city, compared with Republic ,


Timon (parodist) 

Twain, Mark, The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn 

unscrupulous person
outcome of examination –

philosophical arguments unlikely to impress


unworthy practitioners, practice of philosophy
by , –

Vegetti, Mario 

virtue
aspiration to, as basis of good life –,



care for, identified with philosophy 

expert knowledge of 

false claims of 

training of others in , –, –

Vlastos, Gregory , , , –, , –, , ,
, , , –

Wagner, Ellen 

war see militarism
Weiss, Roslyn , , , 

West, Thomas G./Grace Starry , , 

Whitman, Walt 

Williams, Bernard 

wisdom –

imputation of, as “slander” , –, ,
–, , , –, 

range of meanings –, , –

rooted in proper conduct of life –

Socrates’ claim to , –, –, 

as superhuman , , –

see also thoughtfulness
Wolfsdorf, David , , 

women, in Pythagorean theory/Republic 

wonder, role in philosophy –

Woodruff, Paul 
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Woolf, Rafael 

wordplay, Plato’s use of –

see also Apology
wrestling, metaphor of , 

Xanthippe 

Xenophon , , , , , ,
–

“Yo’ Mama” game 

Yonezawa, Shigeru 

young people
in dialogues –, – see also names

of specific interlocutors
pitfalls awaiting –

Zopyrus of Tarentum 
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