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   Capitalism Reassessed  provides a broad view of different types of 

advanced capitalist economic systems. It is based on an empiri-

cal analysis of twenty-one OECD nations. The book looks at the 

reasons capitalism developed in Western Europe rather than 

elsewhere and shows the ways in which cultural systems closely 

infl uence economic systems. The analysis compares the eco-

nomic and social performance of different capitalist economic 

systems along a variety of economic and social criteria. It also 

analyzes how capitalism will change in the twenty-fi rst century. 

The appendices referred to in the book may be found at:  www.

swarthmore.edu/SocSci/Economics/fpryor1 . 
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 In the past decade I have written a series of technical 

articles for professional journals on particular aspects 

of capitalism. This book reports many of my results, but 

it is written without economic jargon and in readable 

English, with technical matters placed in the appendi-

ces, so that my arguments and evidence are accessible 

to a broad audience. I am grateful for the suggestions to 

improve the manuscript from Robert DuPlessis, Edward 

Fuller, Joseph Gormally, Lillian Li, Dan Pryor  , Victoria 

Wilson-Schwartz, and some anonymous referees, as well 

as Zora Pryor and the scores of colleagues who provided 

useful assistance for improving the various essays on 

which this book is based. None should be blamed, how-

ever, for my errors.
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