
History for the IB Diploma
History

for the IB Diploma

The Cold War 
Author and series editor: Allan Todd

Cambridge University Press’s mission is to advance learning, 
knowledge and research worldwide.

Our IB Diploma resources aim to:

topics that have local and global significance

for higher education

critical-thinking skills and forming reasoned answers.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-18932-3 - History for the IB Diploma: The Cold War
Edited by Allan Todd
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521189323
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge  univers ity  press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, 
Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521189323

© Cambridge University Press 2011

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2011

Printed in 

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-0-521-18932-3

Dedication
In memory of
Cyn
(1947–2010)

Death ends a life,
not a relationship
(A. C. Grayling)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in  
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

This material has been developed independently by the publisher and the content  
is in no way connected with nor endorsed by the International Baccalaureate Organization.

Dubai by Oriental Press

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-18932-3 - History for the IB Diploma: The Cold War
Edited by Allan Todd
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521189323
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


1 Introduction 5

2 Nature of the Cold War 13
What is meant by the term ‘Cold War’? 14
What were the main phases of the Cold War? 16
What were the main features of the Cold War?  22

3 Origins of the Cold War 44
What were the origins of the Cold War? (Long-term causes, 1917–41) 45
Why did the Cold War begin? (Short-term causes, 1942–45) 53
Who was to blame for the Cold War? 61

4 The First Cold War (1946–53) 68
Unit 1 Developments in Europe 69
How far was 1946 a turning point? 70
How important were the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan?  73
What were the main points of tension in Europe from 1947 to 1949?  76
How did the First Cold War develop in Europe from 1949 to 1953?  83

Unit 2 Developments in Asia and Indochina 88
What attitude did the US take to communism in China before 1949?  90
How did the communist victory in China in 1949 affect the Cold War?  91
To what extent was the Korean War caused by Cold War factors?  94
What were the consequences of the Korean War for the Cold War?  100

5 Fluctuating relations (1953–68) 106
Unit 1 Developments in Europe 107
To what extent did relations between the two camps begin to alter in the period 1953–55? 108
How did Khrushchev’s ‘Peaceful Coexistence’ differ from previous Soviet foreign policy?  110
What impact did the fall of Khrushchev have on the Cold War?  116
How signifi cant were events in Czechoslovakia in 1968 for East–West relations?  118

Unit 2 Developments in Asia 120
Why did the US get involved in Vietnam after 1954?  121
What impact did Indochina have on the Cold War?  128
Why did US involvement in Vietnam increase after 1964?  130

Unit 3 Developments in the Americas 133
Why did the US consider Cuba so important?  134
Why did the Cuban Missile Crisis happen?  138
What impact did the Cuban Revolution have on the Cold War?  144

Contents

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-18932-3 - History for the IB Diploma: The Cold War
Edited by Allan Todd
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521189323
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


6 From détente to the Second Cold War (1969–85) 150
Unit 1 Developments in Europe and the Middle East 151
Did détente mark the end of the First Cold War, or was it merely a new phase? 152
Why did a Second Cold War begin in 1979? 157
How did the Second Cold War differ from the First Cold War? 162

Unit 2 Developments in Africa and the Americas 168
How did the Cold War develop in Africa in the 1970s? 168
How did developments in Latin America and the Caribbean affect the Cold War? 169

Unit 3 Developments in Asia 172
Why did the US decide to withdraw from Vietnam? 172
How important was the US–Sino rapprochement during the 1970s in shaping developments 
    in the Cold War? 174
What effect did the Vietnam War have on US foreign policy in the Cold War after 1975? 176
Was the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan the main reason for the start of the Second Cold War? 177

7 The end of the Cold War (1985–91) 188
What role did Gorbachev play in ending the Second Cold War? 190
How significant was the US response and Reagan’s role? 192
How important were Soviet economic problems? 197
How important was the collapse of Eastern European regimes in ending the Cold War? 198
How did Gorbachev help end Cold War tensions in Asia, the Americas and Africa? 204
Was the end of the Cold War also the end of the ‘Great Contest’? 205

8 Exam practice 212
Paper 1 exam practice 213
Paper 2 exam practice 224

Further information 235
Index 236
Acknowledgements 240

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-18932-3 - History for the IB Diploma: The Cold War
Edited by Allan Todd
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521189323
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

