
Gender in Early Modern German History

Why did parents prosecute their children as witches? Why did a sixteenth-century mid-
wife entice a burgher woman to pretend that she was giving birth to puppies?

This volume presents a range of startling case-studies from German society between
the Renaissance and the Enlightenment which make us think anew about the meanings
of gender and identity in the past and which relate, above all, to the lived experiences
of men and women, whose lives and choices mattered. The book argues for approaches
to early modern history that point to the complexity of people’s attitudes, in terms of
contemporary experiences of the physical, both emotional and imaginary; of shifting
symbolisations of evil; sexual symbolisms; of perceived boundaries between the ‘real’
and the ‘fantastical’, family structures and spiritual worlds. The volume also points to
the records and readings which allow us to recover multiple perspectives of female and
male experiences in early modern German society, and to use material with which to
re-envisage meanings of gender in the past and present.
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Gesellschaft und soziale Mobilität (1988).

DAGMAR FREIST has been a research fellow at the German Historical Institute
in London and now teaches history at the University of Osnabrück. Her pub-
lications include Governed by Opinion: Politics, Religion and the Dynamics
of Communication in Stuart London, 1637–1645 (1997) and ‘Religious Dif-
ference and the Experience of Widowhood in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-
Century Germany’, in S. Cavallo and L. Warner (eds.), Widowhood in Medieval
and Early Modern Europe (1999). She is currently finishing a book on mixed
marriages in early modern Germany and preparing a survey on absolutism.

UL RIKE GLE IXNER teaches early modern history at the Technische
Universität Berlin. She is the author of ‘Das Mensch’ und ‘der Kerl’: Die
Konstruktion von Geschlecht in Unzuchtsverfahren der frühen Neuzeit (1700–
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Preface

This volume arose out of the wish to make accessible to English-speaking audi-
ences some highly original German scholarship on gender history in the early
modern period on mainline teaching topics, such as gender and revolt, commu-
nity, confessionalism or the Counter-Reformation, on which little research is
available so far. Its ambition, moreover, is to map out a new approach to gender
history, which fully takes account of the distinctiveness of past subjectivities.

The making of this book has benefited much from the excellent co-operation
of its contributors, from superb translations by Pamela Selwyn, from Joanna
Innes’ early encouragement as former series editor and Lyndal Roper’s dis-
cipline and care in producing the volume, and from Bill Davies’ prompt and
reliable support from the Press. I wish to thank them all.

The editor also wishes gratefully to acknowledge Past & Present for per-
mission to reprint Lyndal Roper’s essay ‘Evil imaginings and fantasies’: child-
witches and the end of the witch craze’, where it first appeared in no. 167 (May
2000); Suhrkamp publishers for permission to publish the translation of Heide
Wunder’s article ‘Wie wird man ein Mann? Befunde am Beginn der Neuzeit
(15.–17. Jahrhundert)’, in Christiane Eifert et al., eds., Was sind Frauen? Was
sind Männer? Geschlechterkonstruktionen im historischen Wandel, Frankfurt-
on-Main, 1996. Eva Labouvie’s article first appeared in Geschichte und
Gesellschaft 1 (1990) and is reproduced with a note on further research on
men in witchcraft trials published since.

The publisher has used its best endeavours to ensure that the URLs for external
websites referred to in this book are correct and active at the time of going to
press. However, the publisher has no responsibility for the websites and can
make no guarantee that a site will remain live or that the content is or will
remain appropriate.
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