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THE TANNER LECTURES ON HUMAN VALUES

Appointment as a Tanner lecturer is a recognition of uncom-
mon capabilities and outstanding scholarly or leadership achieve-
ment in the field of human values. The lecturers may be drawn
from philosophy, religion, the humanities and sciences, the creative
arts and learned professions, or from leadership in public or private
affairs. The lectureships are international and intercultural and
transcend ethnic, national, religious, or ideological distinctions.

The purpose of the Tanner Lectures is to advance and reflect
upon the scholarly and scientific learning relating to human values
and valuation. This purpose embraces the entire range of values
pertinent to the human condition, interest, behavior, and aspiration.

The Tanner Lectures were formally founded on July 1, 1978, at
Clare Hall, Cambridge University. They were established by the
American scholar, industrialist, and philanthropist, Obert Clark
Tanner. In creating the lectureships, Professor Tanner said, “T hope
these lectures will contribute to the intellectual and moral life of
mankind. I see them simply as a search for a better understanding
of human behavior and human values. This understanding may be
pursued for its own intrinsic worth, but it may also eventually have
practical consequences for the quality of personal and social life.”

Permanent Tanner lectureships, with lectures given annually,
are established at six institutions: Clare Hall, Cambridge Univer-
sity; Harvard University; Brasenose College, Oxford University;
Stanford University; the University of Michigan; and the Univer-
sity of Utah. Each year lectureships may be granted to not more
than four additional colleges or universities for one year only. The
institutions are selected by the Trustees in consultation with an
Advisory Commission.
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Vi The Tanner Lectures on Human Values

The sponsoring institutions have full autonomy in the appoint-
ment of their lecturers. A major purpose of the lecture program
is the publication and wide distribution of the Lectures in an
annual volume.

The Tanner Lectures on Human Values is a nonprofit corpora-
tion administered at the University of Utah under the direction
of a self-perpetuating, international Board of Trustees and with
the advice and counsel of an Advisory Commission. The Trustees
meet annually to enact policies that will ensure the quality of the
lectureships.

The entire lecture program, including the costs of administra-
tion, is fully and generously funded in perpetuity by an endowment
of the University of Utah by Professor Tanner and Mrs. Grace
Adams Tanner.

Obert C. Tanner was born in Farmington, Utah, in 1904. He
was educated at the University of Utah, Harvard University, and
Stanford University. He has served on the faculty of Stanford Uni-
versity and is presently Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at the
University of Utah. He is the founder and chairman of the O. C.
Tanner Company, manufacturing jewelers.

STERLING M. MCMURRIN
University of Utah

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521176422

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-17642-2 - The Tanner Lectures on Human Values, II - 1981

Raymond Aron, Brian Barry, Jonathan Bennett, Robert Coles, George J. Stigler, Wallace
Stegner, and Michel Foucault

Frontmatter

More information

THE FOUNDING TRUSTEES

Rt. HON. LORD ASHBY

Chancellor of the Queen’s University, Belfast,
former Master of Clare College, Cambridge,
and former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cambridge

Davip P. GARDNER
CHAIRMAN

President of the University of Utah

H. L. A. HArRT
Former Principal of Brasenose College and former Professor
of Jurispradence at Oxford University
STERLING M. MCMURRIN

E. E. Ericksen Distinguished Professor at the University of Utah
and former United States Commissioner of Education

OBERT C. TANNER
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at the University of Utab

O. MEREDITH WILSON

President Emeritus of the Center for Advanced Study
in the Bebavioral Sciences, President Emeritus of the University of
Minnesota, and President Emeritus of the University of Oregon
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THE ADVISORY COMMISSION

DEerek C. Bok

President of Harvard University

HAroLD T. SHAPIRO

President of the University of Michigan

DoNALD KENNEDY

President of Stanford University
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PREFACE TO VOLUME II

Volume IT of the Tanner Lectures includes those delivered dur-
ing the academic year 1979-80, together with a lecture by Professor
Barry given at Harvard University early in the academic year 1980—
81. The other lectures for 198081 will be published as Volume III.
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