
The G!fford Lectures, 1951, First Series 

NATURAL RELIGION 

AND 

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-16639-3 - Natural Religion and Christian Theology: The Gifford Lectures 
1951: First Series: Science and Religion 
Charles E. Raven
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521166393
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-16639-3 - Natural Religion and Christian Theology: The Gifford Lectures 
1951: First Series: Science and Religion 
Charles E. Raven
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521166393
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


NATURAL RELIGION 
AND 

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 

THE GIFFORD LECTURES 1951 

FIRST SERIES: 

Science and Religiotl 

BY 

CHARLES E. RAVEN 
D.D., D.Se., F.B.A. 

Regill.' Professor Emeritus of Divinity, 
University of Cambridge 

CAMBRIDGE 
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS 

1953 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-16639-3 - Natural Religion and Christian Theology: The Gifford Lectures 
1951: First Series: Science and Religion 
Charles E. Raven
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521166393
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press 
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, 

São Paulo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cb2 8ru, UK 

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York 

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521166393 

© Cambridge University Press 1953 

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  

permission of Cambridge University Press. 

First published 1953 
First paperback edition 2010

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library 

isbn 978-0-521-16639-3 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in

this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-16639-3 - Natural Religion and Christian Theology: The Gifford Lectures 
1951: First Series: Science and Religion 
Charles E. Raven
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521166393
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CONTENTS 

Preface page vii 

I Introductory: Religion and Nature 1 

II The Biblical Attitude Towards Nature 21 

III Nature in the Early Church 40 

IV St Albert and the Middle Ages 58 

V Gesner and the Age of Transition 80 

VI Cudworth and the Age of Genius 99 

VII Newton and the Age of the Machine 125 

VIII Linnaeus and the Coming of System 145 

IX Darwin and the Century of Conflict 164 

X The New Situation 186 

Notes 204 

Index 216 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-16639-3 - Natural Religion and Christian Theology: The Gifford Lectures 
1951: First Series: Science and Religion 
Charles E. Raven
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521166393
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To the memory of 

my friend and Chancellor 

JAN CHRISTIAAN SMUTS 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-16639-3 - Natural Religion and Christian Theology: The Gifford Lectures 
1951: First Series: Science and Religion 
Charles E. Raven
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521166393
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PREFACE 

THESE two volumes represent in slightly longer and less informal 
shape the lectures delivered under the title 'Religio Medicorum' 
in the Martin Hall, New College, Edinburgh in May 1951 and 
1952. The audacity of attempting to treat so large and necessarily 
detailed a theme and the consciousness of the gaps in my own 
equipment for it made the prospect of their delivery an ordeal. 
The generosity and encouragement of the University and of the 
audience have transformed it in retrospect into a singularly happy 
remembrance. To express gratitude to all who were kind to me 
would !nvolve a long list of friends old and new: to single out 
any is liable to be ungracious. Sir Edward Appleton, Principal of 
the University and Principal John Baillie of New College will, I 
hope, consent to represent their colleagues and guests. To them 
and to all concerned both in the preparation and the delivery of 
the lectures I can only say: Thank you with all my heart. 

C.E.R. 

Vll 
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