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The American Critical Archives is a series of reference books that provide
representative selections of contemporary reviews of the main works of major
American authors. Specifically, each volume contains both full reviews and
excerpts from reviews that appeared in newspapers and weekly and monthly
periodicals, generally within a few months of the publication of the work con-
cerned. There is an introductory historical overview by the volume editor, as
well as checklists of additional reviews located but not quoted.

This book is the first systematic, comprehensive gathering of the reviews
(primarily in the United States and Britain) of Mark Twain’s books published
through 1917. The reviews collected here give the reader an authentic sense of
how Twain’s books and his reputation looked to his audience at the time. In
addition, by devoting attention to each of Twain’s books, this volume avoids
being restricted by the current, distorting emphasis on a small number of pub-
lications and thus provides a broader perspective on Twain’s career.

Louis J. Budd, the editor of this volume, is James B. Duke Professor of English,
Emeritus, at Duke University. He is an author or editor of several books on
Mark Twain, including Mark Twain: Social Philosopher and Our Mark Twain.
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Series Editor’s Preface

The American Critical Archives series documents a part of a writer’s career that
is usually difficult to examine, that is, the immediate response to each work as it
was made public on the part of reviewers in contemporary newspapers and
journals. Although it would not be feasible to reprint every review, each volume
in the series reprints a selection of reviews designed to provide the reader with a
proportionate sense of the critical response, whether it was positive, negative,
or mixed. Checklists of other known reviews are also included to complete the
documentary record and allow access for those who wish to do further reading
and research.

The editor of each volume has provided an introduction that surveys the
career of the author in the context of the contemporary critical response. Ideally,
the introduction will inform the reader in brief of what is to be learned by a
reading of the full volume. The reader then can go as deeply as necessary in
terms of the kind of information desired—Dbe it about a single work, a period in
the author’s life, or the author’s entire career. The intent is to provide quick and
easy access to the material for students, scholars, librarians, and general readers.

When completed, the American Critical Archives should constitute a com-
prehensive history of critical practice in America, and in some cases England, as
the writers’ careers were in progress. The volumes open a window on the
patterns and forces that have shaped the history of American writing and the
reputations of the writers. These are primary documents in the literary and
cultural life of the nation.

M. THoMmas INGE
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