
‘MICHAEL FIELD’

‘Michael Field’ (1884–1914) was the pseudonym of two women, the
aunt and niece Katharine Bradley and Edith Cooper, who lived and
wrote together as lovers. The large oeuvre contains poems, dramas
and a vast diary. Marion Thain recounts the development of a
fascinating and idiosyncratic poetic persona that, she argues, itself
became a self-reflexive study in aestheticism. The constructed life
and work of ‘Michael Field’ is used here to deepen and complicate
our understanding of many of the most distinctive aesthetic debates
of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries; a process unified
by the recurring engagement with theories of time and history that
structures this book. This analysis of poetry, aestheticism and the fin
de siècle, through the performance of ‘Michael Field’, has impli-
cations that reach far beyond an understanding of one poet’s work.
Scholars of both Victorian and modernist literature will learn much
from this innovative and compelling study.

marion thain is Senior Lecturer in English at the University of
Birmingham.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for
interdisciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and
critics have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature
and the visual arts, politics, social organisation, economic life, technical inno-
vations, scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years,
theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions
of previous scholarly synthesis and called into question the terms of older
debates. Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to
use the metaphor of culture as ‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian and other
analyses have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power and
of circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field. This series aims
to accommodate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on
the frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which
intersects fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary theory, or
the history of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are
welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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