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PREFACE

This volume has its origins in a conference sponsored jointly by the
Contemporary China Institute (School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London) and the Joint Committee on Con-
temporary China of the Social Science Research Council (USA)
and the American Council of Learned Societies. The conference
was held at Cumberland Lodge, in Windsor Park, England, from
30 June to 4 July 1980. The essays which follow, save one, were
first presented at this gathering. (Professor Schram was unable to
attend as he was engaged in research in China at the time.) The
papers have been revised and updated in the light of conference
discussions and political developments in China.

In addition to those listed in the contributors section, a number
of other people participated in the conference: William S. Atwell
(SOAS, London), Anita Chan (Kansas), Mark Elvin (Oxford),
David Goodman (Newcastle), Brian Hook (Leeds and The China
Quarterly), Graham Johnson (British Columbia), Don Rimmington
(Leeds), Stuart Thompson (SOAS, London), R. G. Tiedemann
(SOAS, London), Rubie 8. Watson (LSE, London), and Gordon
White (IDS, Sussex). Professors Ronald Dore (Sussex) and G.
William Skinner (Stanford) served as discussants; many of their
comments and suggestions have been incorporated into the final
papers. On behalf of the Contemporary China Institute, I would
like to thank all of these people for playing an active role in the
conference. We are also indebted to Larraine Brannan (CCI
Secretary) and Mike Strange (SOAS Assistant Secretary) for their
expert handling of administrative details.

SOAS, London J. L. WATSON
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