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PREFACE

Happily there is no need to compliment data processing centres
and munificent foundations on their timely support. Generous
friends and wise teachers have meant all. The setting of my own
‘phenomenology’ has been Harvard University; its masters were
Louis Hartz, who first whetted my appetite for political philosophy,
and Judith N. Shklar, who sustained and refined it. My debt to
them both is profound. Need I say, in acknowledging their influence
with more than gratitude, that the positions taken here must not be
imputed to them? While a student I also benefited from the
insights of John Rawls and Harvey C. Mansfield, Jr. on idealist
political philosophy. A longtime friend Eugene C. Black, my present
faculty colleague at Brandeis University, helped me with an earlier
version of this manuscript. And Mrs. Shklar was an inspired source
of suggestion as I laboured to reshape the essay.

Audrey Ball, Claire Murray, Patricia Fleming, and Sally Cox
steadfastly saw the typing along; I could not wish for better col-
laborators. My wife and children knew when to console me and
were sportsmanlike enough to tolerate the march of Abstract Nouns
through the house.

Some of the arguments and analyses presented here made earlier
and differently garbed appearances, notably: ‘Notes on Hegel’s
“Lordship and Bondage™’, The Review of Metaphysics (June 1966);
‘Rousseau, Kant and History’, Journal of the History of Ideas
(July 1968); ‘The Structure and Spirit of Legality in Kant’,
The Journal of Politics (May 1969); and my critical introduction to
Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Addresses to the German Nation (New
York; Harper Torchbooks, 1968). I thank these editors and pub-
lishers collectively for permission to repossess my wares. The
Presses Universitaires Frangaises have kindly allowed me to repro-
duce Jules Vuillemin’s chart of Fichte’s genesis of the consciousness
on page 215. G.AK.

Cambridge, Massachusetts
October 1968
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