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PREFACE

set by the authorities of the church which dominated

the religious life of western Europe and England has often

been told, but it has generally been told in tetms of the political
and theological conflicts which attended its liberation. The
secondary story of the use of the Bible to combat the influence
of the new paganism and the new secularism which accom-
panied the rediscovery of ancient works of literature and art
has, however, received scant attention. It is to a very small
part of that story that this book is dedicated. I have, indeed,
limited my study to those attempts made in England in the
sixteenth century to make the Bible a part of English literature,
to make its poetry English poetry, to tell its stories in English
poetry and English drama. I have omitted consideration of
continental backgrounds except as they were directly influential.
Miss Marianne Moore has said that acknowledgements are
in danger of incriminating rather than honouring those to
whom they are addressed, but, though I recognize the truth of
her words, I cannot refrain from saying my shank you’s. A Gug-
genheim fellowship started my writing the book for which
I had long been accumulating evidence. Dr Henry Allen Moe
and Dr Louis Wright gave me encouragement to take up again
the work which a bad accident and a long period of enforced
inactivity interrupted. The members of the Department of
English of my university carried library books to me, Professor
Franklin Rolfe and Professor James Phillips read drafts of early
chapters, and Professor Alfred Longueil read the whole of the
section on poetry. The librarians at the Huntington Library and
at the University Library have been helpful, as always. The
Research Committee of the University has provided typing
assistance. For all of this help I am most grateful. Professor
F. P. Wilson took time from busy days at Oxford to consider
the section on drama, the librarians in the North Room of the

T HE story of the freeing of the Bible from the confines

vii
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PREFACE

British Museum were generous with their help during a long
summer, and the librarians made a hasty visit to the Bodleian
profitable. For this British courtesy to a visiting American
Iam also most grateful. I can only hope so much kindness will
not have been bestowed in vain.

Perhaps one word is necessary in regard to the transcribing
of quotations from sixteenth-century texts. I have not altered
spelling or punctuation except that I have observed modern
usage in transcribing u and v, i and j. I have persisted, in spite
of some friendly criticism, in using the form of the name of 2
Bible character which occurs in the poem or play being dis-
cussed. I have done so because the spelling has occasionally
seemed significant to certain critics in determining the particular
Bible used by the authot.

LILY B. CAMPBELL
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