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PREFACE

The published papers are put first. The others are included, even
where, as sometimes, they overlap the published papers, partly
because they all contain something new, partly because, as lectures,
they sometimes preserve the warmth and immediacy of delivery.
Nos. 21 and 25 are dated to 1959. Nos. 23 and 24 are eatlier versions
of nos. 13 and 9 and were given to branches of the Classical Asso-
ciation soon after the war, and no. 22 belongs to the same period.

Acknowledgements are due to the editors of the publications from
which the papers are taken. Those papers which first appeared in the
Classical Quarterly and Classical Review are reproduced with the
concurrence of the Classical Journals Board, The Clarendon Press,
Oxford. Acknowledgement is also made to the Editor of The Times
for permission to reproduce the obituary notice on pp. ix-x.
Miss Clare Campbell assisted in the reading of the proofs and also
compiled the index. We are all very grateful to the Press both for
welcoming this project in the first instance, and for the care they
have taken in preparing the copy for publication.

T.B. L. WEBSTER
January 1969 E.G. TURNER
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MISS A.M.DALE
[Obituary notice from The Times, 7 February 1967]

Miss A. M. Dale (Mrs T. B. L. Webster), Professor Emeritus in
Greek in the University of London since 1963, died on Saturday,
February 4, 1967, at the age of 66. She was the foremost living
authority on Ancient Greek metre, and a rare spirit.

Born in Sheffield in 1901, she studied at Somerville College,
Oxford, and in the Universities of Vienna and of Lund, and then
taught in Oxford as fellow and tutor of Lady Margaret Hall until
the war in 1939 interrupted normal routines, and took her into work
at the Foreign Office. As a consequence of her marriage in 1944 to
Professor T. B. L. Webster, she moved after the war to Manchester,
and then to London. In 1952 she became Reader in Classics in
Birkbeck College, and in 1959 was made Professor, a post from
which she retired in 1963.

In 1948 her book The Lyric Metres of Greek Drama revealed her
outstanding feeling for the way poets express themselves, and their
choice of rhythms to do so. She rebelled against the currently
accepted analysis of ancient lyric poetry into arbitrary units labelled
‘feet’ by metricians, and insisted on the need to look for those
groups of rhythmic units which gave life, movement, and shape to
the ideas and emotions they were intended to convey. The influence
of this book and of subsequent articles (especially a series in the
Classical Quarterly during 1950 and 1951) has been enormous, and
has spread widely an appreciation of the variety and effectiveness of
rhythm developed by the ancient poets.

Miss Dale had a flawless sense of pulse, and a matchless sensitivity
to shades of emotion and nuances of language. Her wonderfully
lucid mind was at the service of colleagues troubled by a crux of
interpretation, or the hunt for a parallel expression, and they rarely
came away unsatisfied. A trenchant style and vigorous delivery
made any paper or lecture by her an event. Her inaugural lecture at
Birkbeck College in 1960 on ‘Words, Music and Dance’ opened
deliciously with a passage from Gilbert and Sullivan, and communi-
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X Miss A. M. Dale

cated to its hearers a passionate feeling for the miraculous wholeness
of the three aspects of art alluded to in its title. As an interpreter of
Greek tragedy Miss Dale was no less successful, as shown in her
commentaries on Euripides’ ‘ Alcestis’ (1954) and ‘Helena’ (which
appeared only in January 1967). She had an inborn sympathy with
Euripides as artist and dramatist as well as a scholar’s feeling for the
meaning and arrangement of words.

Her later work was completed by an heroic effort of will against
the handicap of increasing ill-health stoically borne. Her friends
remember a woman of lively sympathies who took pleasure in many
forms of the contemporary arts, was an expert on Dorothy Sayers
as well as Benjamin Britten, and especially enjoyed string quartets
and ‘lieder’ singing. No trouble was too great for her to take on
behalf of her students, and her pupils at Birkbeck College had the
warmest regard for her.

Miss Dale was elected a Fellow of the British Academy in 1957
and an honorary Fellow of Somerville College, Oxford, in 1962.

E.G.T.
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