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Preface

This book originated in the research which I started for the PhD
degree at the University of Cambridge in 1972, and it may be
that the special marks of the doctoral thesis have been indelible.
I was, however, fortunate in being allowed to choose a particularly
unusual theme for research, and in finding scholars who showed
their interest from the earliest stages of my work.

This book offers room for specialists in many fields. I am aware
of the gaps that still exist. A further analysis of Italian criticism
will perhaps prove useful and important, to mention one of the
issues that pertain to eighteenth-century scholarship. Contem-
porary developments were, however, related to a larger framework
offered by the classical tradition, and my main purpose in this
book is to study the mechanism of gradual change in the history
of the classical tradition. The complex development that charac-
terizes eighteenth-century discussions of the Greek epic, as well as
the nature and interrelation of the reasons why Homer was
preferred as the model of the original genius during that period,
are problems to which no single solution can be given. Hence I
argue in this book merely for a new point of view and a reinter-
pretation of the eighteenth-century material.

I remain grateful to those with whom I have had discussions
during the course of my work. Many people have contributed to
it in various ways. I am grateful to the staffs of the University
Library, Cambridge, of the British Museum and of the Warburg
Institute, London, and to Newnham College, Cambridge. My
special thanks are due to Professor Noémi Hepp, of the University
of Strasbourg, and to Dr Robert Bolgar, of King’s College,
Cambridge, who has been my supervisor and teacher since the
beginning of my work.

London July 1978
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