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INTRODUCTION

The idea of an anthology mainly made up of reminiscences of former
students of Newnham arose when the College was discussing the com-
memorative side of its centenary celebrations. Although it was realized
that the Anthology would not be completed in time for the centenary
itself (in 1971), the Governing Body gave its approval to the idea and the
collecting of material was begun. It took some years for all the material
to come in, and the editing of it has been a slow process: nevertheless,
this volume is a part of the College’s celebration of a hundred years of
its own history.

It was always our intention that the Anthology should present a
student’s-eye view of the College. There is little here, accordingly, of
the kind of history which is made in meetings of the Council and Govern-
ing Body; and I have made very little use of the writings of any non-
members of Newnham, although there were one or two items I could not
resist.

I have in every case tried to let the contributors speak for themselves.
Where two people have made the same point in different ways, I have
kept both; where two accounts of an event or a period differ in ways it
would be impossible, or improper, to reconcile, I have left them to do so.
Editing has been restricted to cutting the uninformatively repetitious and
adding occasional notes. In particular, contemporary material, such as
letters, diaries and minutes, has been left with its idiosyncratic spelling
and punctuation, and not subjected to the mild degree of standardization
used for later writing.

Editorial conventions are simple. The few interpolations in square
brackets in the text, and notes in small type at the foot of some items, are
editorial. Dates at the head of pages are those most appropriate to the
subject-matter, as are those in the contents list; dates following the names
of authors at the foot of individual items are those of their coming up to
Newnham.

Besides the contributions especially written for the Anthology,
material composed for earlier occasions and stored in the College archives
was combed through and drawn upon: so that the ‘present day’ referred
to by the writers of reminiscences may not always be the nineteen-
seventies or even the nineteen-sixties, as is apparent from the text itself.

(xi)
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Introduction

I drew also upon Thersites, the Newnham students’ magazine (running
from 1909 to 1938) and the North Hall Diary, a handwritten account
of the main events of each term (running from the beginning of the
College to 1919).

A general note on the nomenclature may be helpful. The original
College building was Newnham Hall (1875); with the opening of North
Hall in 1880 Newnham Hall became South (see the map, pages 26 and 27).
When the third building was completed in 1888 a new procedure was
adopted: South became Old Hall, North took on the name of Sidgwick
(after the College’s prime founder and his wife, later to be Principal),
and the name of the new Hall, Clough, honoured the College’s first
Principal. Thereafter naming proceeded sedately with the names of
founders, benefactors and Principals — Pfeiffer, Kennedy, Peile, Fawcett
and Strachey in due order. The other point of confusion is over the
titles ‘Vice-Principal’ and ‘Tutor’. Each Hall not resided in by the
Principal herself had in the early days a resident Vice-Principal (few
institutions can boast a Principal and four Vice-Principals, but Newnham
for years had this distinction). In 1918, when the College received its
Charter, the title of these officers became Tutor. Before that date, and
occasionally thereafter, ‘tutor’ generally means ‘supervisor’; I have
tried to separate this usage by giving it a lower-case ‘t’.

Many people have helped with the work. At the outset, most of the
impetus for the planning of the book came from Rosemary McCabe, and
it was her enthusiasm which roused the interest of many of the contri-
butors. The organization of the early stages was presided over by
Elisabeth Brown, who kept a check on the correspondence and let
nothing escape unfiled and uncatalogued. Margaret Grimshaw and
Barbara White, with their great knowledge of the College’s living history,
answered a great many questions beginning ‘ Who was’ and ‘ When did’
and (perhaps most usefully of all) “Where can I find’.

I am grateful to all these people: to the many contributors who made
the book by sitting down to write, by dictating tapes, and by hunting
out letters, diaries and photographs; to the College Council, who
relieved me of part of my normal duties for a term to give me time to
get the editorial work going; to Jane Heal, who took on those duties in
my place; to the University Press for its care of the book, and especially
to my indefatigable subeditor, Clare Ballantyne; and to all the well-
wishers who have written about the Anthology from time to time,
remaining patient and hopeful in spite of the length of time the book has
taken to. come to completion.

(xii)
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I have tried to trace the owners of copyrights, but realize that there is
a danger that I have not found them all: if so, I offer my apologies for
the failure. Cambridge University Press kindly allowed me to reprint
extracts from Mary Paley Marshall’s What I Remember; George Allen
and Unwin and the author’s daughter, Mrs J. I. Kellett Carding, gave
permission for quotation from Josephine Kellett's That Friend of Mine;
and Routledge and Kegan Paul and the author, Victoria Glendinning,
gave permission for quotation from 4 Suppressed Cry. Dr M. D. Glynne
permitted me to use her mother’s letter, called here “King’s Comes
Round”. T should like to thank all of these benefactors.

I am grateful too to the people who sent material which for some reason
I was unable to use. Even the unpublished has fed our archives, which
have been much enriched by the spate not only of writing but of attic-
searching which the news of the Anthology provoked. The archives
remain open, though the Anthology is closed: new contributions,
reminiscences, afterthoughts, and new discoveries made while turning
out will all be welcome and will find their place in our records. It would
be pleasant if the material were to continue its growth over the next
hundred years and produce another volume then.

Ann Phillips

Newnkam College

(xiii)
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