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1. Introduction
1.0 The Hakka and their language

The word "Hakka'" (Mandarin k'o 'guest, visitor, stranger' plus
chia 'man (an agent suffix)') is used in contrast to Puntei (Mandarin
pén 'native' plus ti 'a place'), the native (of a place) or the aborig-
ines, and literally means 'the guest people' or 'strangers'. Both
terms are apparently of Cantonese origin. The Hakka people call them-
selves the Hak-nyin (Mandarin k'o 'quest' plus Jjén ' man'); and since
they adopted the word for 'a guest' as their ethnic name, the common
noun for 'a guest' in Hakka had to assume a not typically Chinese
word order of Nyin-hak (Mandarin j&n 'man' plus k'o 'guest'). The
very fact that the Cantonese term for this ethnic group became prev-
alent symbolizes the social position of the Hakka people among the
southern Chinese. Besides the overseas Hakkas of not less than a few
million residing in Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, Thailand, Indonesia
and Indo-China, an estimated population of twenty to thirty million
Hakkas spreads around at least seven provinces in China -— Kwangtung,
Fukien, Kiangsi, Taiwan, Kwangsi, Hunan and Szechwan. They are mostly
farmers living in the highlands or countryside. They identify them-
selves as originally from the Central Plgins of China-—— an identifi-
cation of their proud ethnic origin that Hakka intellectuals sought
with unusual zeal at tHe beginning of the modern period and which is largely
supported by various historical as well as linguistic evidence. The
hardships the newcomers had to endure among the southern "natives" kept
the cultural as well as linguistic unity of this group very sound, and
it is fairly conspicuous even nowadays that they readily identify them-

selves as Hakkas regardless of their present circumstances.
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The Hakkas call their language Hak-fa (Mandarin k'o 'guest'
plus hua 'speech, language'), literally 'the guests' language'.
Despite deep influences from surrounding tongues, notably Cantonese
(the spirantization of the initial consonant of the Hakka word for
‘guest', hak, which is from Ancient Chinese *k'ac, is typically Can-
tonesef‘and equally noticeable but much less well investigated Fukien
influences?'the language as a whole shows surprising agreement with
the phonological categories of northern Chinese since the Ancient
period. Despite their wide distribution in southern China, the main
concentration of the Hakka population is in the north-eastern part
of Kwangtung, particularly around the City of Moi-yan (Mandarin Mei-
hsien), their cultural as well as spiritual center, and the dialect
of Moi-yan is regarded as standard Hakka.

The Hakka dialects constitute one of the five major dialect
groups of modern Chinese, namely the Mandarin (or Northern) dialects
as represented by Pekinese, the Wu dialects as represented by the
Soochow dialect, the Min (or Fukien) dialects as represented by the
Amoy dialect (but see below), the Hakka dialects, and the Yieh dia-
lects as represented by the so-called Cantonese. In the early 1930s,
Aleksandr A, Dragunov, after completing a descriptive study of two
Hunan dialects, Hsiang-t'ang and Hsiang-hsiang, proposed to add one
more to these five major groups, namely the Hsiang group% The Min
group is further divided into two subgroups, Northern Min as represented
by the Foochow dialect and Southern Min as represented by the Amoy dialect.4
A dialect subgroup of Kiangsi, the Kan dialects, are much closer to
Hakka than any other group, and the two are nowadays normally classified
together as the Kan-Hakka group.

The Hakka dialects undoubtedly offer valuable materials for the
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comparative and historical study of Chinese (particularly Ancient

and Medieval Chinese) phonology, lexicology and grammar. Systematic
comparison of Hakka with other dialect groups, however, has scarcely
been attempted, and much remains to be done even for the characteri-

zation of the Hakka dialects.

1.1 The formation of Hakka group

According to Lo Hsiang-lin's study published in the early 1930s
by the Hakka-Chinese Association in Singaporef the Hakka people
migrated to the south in the following five major waves because of
various barbarian invasions, civil wars, or ethnic troubles with the
"natives":

i) The first wave: from the beginning of the fourth century
through the end of the ninth century (Eastern Chin through the
Sui-T'ang Dynasties).

Because of the invasion of the "Five Northern Barbarians" into
the Central Plains, which later established the Sixteen States
there, the Hakka who had originally resided in the Central Plains
around the former Ping Province, Ssii-1i Province, Yu Province, etc.
of the Eastern Han (modern Shansi, Shensi, Honan, etc.) moved south-
ward to the southern parts of Honan and Hupeh, the Yangtze Basin in
Anhwei and Kiangsi, and the Kan River Basin in Kiangsi (see Map 1),

ii) The second wave: from the end of the ninth century through
the beginning of the twelfth century (end of T'ang Dynasty to the Sung
Dynasty).

To avoid the civil disturbances of Huang Ch'ao and the barbarian

rulers of the Five Dynasties, the Hakka residing around the southern
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part of Honan fled to Kiangsi, which triggered a further southward
migration among the Hakka (who had formerly moved to Kiangsi) to
southern Anhwei, south-eastern Kiangsi, south-western Szechwan, and
as far south as north-eastern Kwangtung (see Map ]).

iii) The third wave: from the beginning of the twelfth century
through the middle of the seventeenth century (end of Sung Dynasty
to beginning of Ming Dynasty).

Together with the southward move of the Sung Dynasty because
of the Tartar and Mongolian invasions, the Hakka migrated from
Kiangsi and Fukien to the northern and eastern parts of Kwangtung
(see Map 1).

iv) The fourth wave: from the middle of the seventeenth century
through the middle of the nineteenth century (end of Ming Dynasty to
beginning of Ch'ing Dynasty).

Because of the Manchurian invasion and the subsequent establish-
ment of the Ch'ing Dynasty in the Central Plains, the Hakka of the
Central Plains as well as those who had experienced the second and
the third migration spread south towards the central and coastal
part of Kwangtung, west towards Hunan, Kwangsi and Szechwan (a small
group migrated up to the southern part of Kweichow and to Hui-1li in
Sikang), and east to Taiwan (see Map 1).

v) The fifth wave: after the middle of the nineteenth century.

Mainly because of troubles with the '"natives' of Kwangtung and
also due to the disturbances of the Hsi-lu Incident and Taiping Re-
bellion, the Hakka of central and eastern Kwangtung made the fifth
move south towards Kao-chou, Lei-chou, Ch'in-chou, Lien-chou, and as

far as Hainan Island (see Map 1).
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Map 1. Migration Routes of the Hakkas
OUTH CHINA 200 P & {after Lo 1933)

——— First migration (317—819}
— Second migration {880—1126)
——-—-® Third migration {1127—1644)
-------- »  Fourth migration {1645 —1867)
macoosd  Fifth migration {after 1867)

4 7?0 , 2(3) , 3Q0km

; ; ,
P 0 100

200 miles

ALGINAD_PiGGOTT

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521133678
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-13367-8 - The Hakka Dialect: A Linguistic Study of lts Phonology Syntax and Lexicon
Mantaro J. Hashimoto

Excerpt
More information

1.2 Distribution of the Hakkas

As a result of the migrations summarized above, the Hakka

reportedly reside in southern China in the following places(See Map 2):

1) All-Hakka Districts:

a) Kwangtung
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