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RENAISSANCE BOOK COLLECTING

JEAN GROLIER AND DIEGO HURTADO DE MENDOZA,
THEIR BOOKS AND BINDINGS

This book studies, and compares, two sixteenth-century libraries. Jean Grolier’s was a bib-
liophilic ‘cabinet’ of fine books; Diego Hurtado de Mendoza’s was a much larger and more
scholarly collection; a catalogue of the latter’s printed books is provided for the first time.
Both men were greatly influenced by their experience of Italy.

Grolier has been called ‘the Prince of Bibliophiles’; the books he commissioned have
long been famous. This is the first full account of his life for ninety years. Hurtado de
Mendoza was a poet, historian, Greek scholar and Arabist. He served as the Emperor’s
Ambassador in Venice (1540—6), to the Council of Trent (1545—6), and to the Pope
(1547—52). In Venice he set out to form for Spain a collection of Greek manuscripts to
rival that being formed for France by Francis I's agents.

Anthony Hobson’s text is complemented by eighty-seven illustrations, eleven appen-
dices and a bibliography.

ANTHONY HOBSON was for twenty-eight years a Director and Associate of Sotheby’s.
He is President of the Association Internationale de Bibliophilie, Honorary President of
the Edinburgh Bibliographical Society and a Past President of the Bibliographical Society.
He has held posts at the Universities of Cambridge, Oxford and Pennsylvania, and is a Senior
Fellow of the British Academy. The Bibliographical Society has honoured him with its
Medal for Services to Bibliography. Anthony Hobson’s other books include Great Libraries
(1970), Apollo and Pegasus: An Enquiry into the Formation and Dispersal of a Renaissance Library
(1975), Humanists and Bookbinders: The Origins and Diffusion of the Humanistic Bookbinding,
1459—1559 (1989, 1992) and Italian and French Sixteenth-Century Bookbindings (1990, with
Paul Culot). In addition, he has written articles for the Book Collector, the Library, Bulletin
du bibliophile, La Bibliofilia, Revue frangaise de I’histoire du livre and various Festschriften.
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PREFACE

Y INTEREST IN Jean Grolier is inherited. My father, G. D. Hobson, collected
M information for a new account of his career, in collaboration with L.-M. Michon,

but lack of support frustrated the project. His essay on ‘Et Amicorum’ and his
‘Notes on Grolier’s Mottoes” were published posthumously (the former in The Library, sth
ser. 4 (1949), 87—99, the latter in my French and Italian Collectors . . ., 1953), and I have
profited from his notes on the Chantilly letters, though he did not realize that the correspon-
dence was brought to an end by Grolier’s imprisonment. Since then the researches of Jacques
Guignard into Grolier’s early life and of H. M. Nixon into the workshops that produced his
bindings have greatly advanced our knowledge, and Mr Gabriel Austin’s revision of Carolyn
Shipman’s list of the bindings is indispensable, although not without faults. Previous writers
had not used Alessandro Minuziano’s letters to Grolier or known of the documents printed in
Appendix 2, to which I was led by a footnote in A. Spont’s Semblangay (1895). These new sources
seemed to me to justify a fresh consideration of the famous collector’s life.

Charles Graux’s marvellous account of the generation of Spanish Hellenists first aroused
my interest in Diego Hurtado de Mendoza. Dr A. N. L. Munby directed my attention to
Add. MS. 565 in Cambridge University Library, which contained Jean Matal’s transcript of
Arlenius’s catalogue of his Greek manuscripts, Sir Henry Thomas had already described the
plaquette bindings and Professor Gregorio de Andrés Martinez sharpened my interest by the
gift of his Documentos para la historia del Monasterio de San Lorenzo el Real de El Escorial, vol. vii,
with the Besangon inventory of the printed books. My first visit to see Hurtado de Mendoza’s
bindings in the Escorial made me aware of the Venetian ‘Mendoza Binder’. I have been look-
ing for his work for more than twenty years since then.

This book completes my trilogy on Renaissance collectors and bookbinders. It is an
expanded form of the Lyell Lectures which I gave in Oxford in 1991. I am much indebted to
the Electors for doing me the honour of inviting me and to the President and Fellows of Wolfson
College for electing me to a Visiting Fellowship for the Michaelmas term of 1990. I have a
special debt of gratitude to Professor R. J. Knecht, who suggested several lines of enquiry, many
of which proved fruitful; my account of Grolier would have been far less complete without
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xvi PREFACE

his advice. He has also read and commented on the first three chapters. M. Philippe Hamon
generously gave me the benefit of his extensive researches into the French finances under Francis
I. I am grateful once again to the late Signor Carlo Alberto Chiesa and to Sefior don Carlos
Romero de Lecea for their abundant help and hospitality respectively in Italy and in Spain; to
Dr Marco Palma, Dr Dennis Rhodes, and Dr J. S. G. Simmons for solving perplexing ques-
tions of identification in the Catalogue of Hurtado de Mendoza’s books; to Dr Kristian Jensen
who made many helpful comments on the Catalogue; to Sir John Elliott for reading Chapter
4; to Madame Sylvie Charton-Le Clech for letting me read her Ecole des Chartes thesis before
its publication; and to the librarians and private owners, most especially P. Teodoro Alonso
Turienzo, OSA, Librarian of the Escorial, for allowing me to examine the books and
manuscripts in their care and to take rubbings of the bindings. Dr J. S. G. Simmons, Professor
M. H. Crawtford and Professor J. B. Trapp have read the proofs and offered valuable advice. I
offer my warmest thanks to all three. Nevertheless I am of course responsible for the views
expressed and for any errors that remain.

For answering enquiries and for help of various kinds I express my thanks to Dr Julian
Martin Abad, M. Franc¢ois Avril, Dr Bruce Barker-Benfield, Dott.ssa Giovanna Bernard,
Professor Giuseppe Billanovich, Fr Leonard Boyle, OP, M. Ghislain Brunel, M. Jean-Marc
Chatelain, M. Antoine Coron, Madame Sabine Coron, M. Thierry Crépin-Leblond, Dott.ssa
Angela Dillon Bussi, Dr Mirjam M. Foot, Mr James Hankins, Dr Eva Irblich, Mr Mark Jones,
Dr Jill Kraye, Madame Marie-Pierre Lafitte, Mr Michael Laird, Professor Peter Levi, Professor
Nicholas Mann, Miss Philippa Marks, Mr Michael Meredith, M. Guy Parguez, M. Christian
Peligry, Dr J. Graham Pollard, Miss M. Pollard, Mr Paul Quarrie, Mr D. W. Riley, Sefior don
Manuel Sanchez Mariana, Mr Fred Schreiber, Dr Peter Seewaldt, Fr William Sheehan, CSB,
Dr Nigel Thorp, Dr William M. Voelkle, Mr N. G. Wilson, Dr Ursula Winter, Mr David S.
Zeidberg, and Dr Marino Zorzi.

A. H.
Whitsbury
September 1996
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ASV Archivio di Stato, Venice
BBV Besangon, Bibliotheque de Ia Ville
BFAC Burlington Fine Arts Club, Exhibition of Bookbindings (London, 1891)
BL British Library
BN Bibliotheque Nationale de France or Biblioteca Nacional
BNC Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale
BSB Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Munich
BU Biblioteca Universitaria
Catalogue  Catalogue of Diego Hurtado de Mendoza’s library of printed books, on pp. 135—205
CD Gregorio de Andrés Martinez, Catdlogo de los codices griegos desaparecidos de la Real
Biblioteca de El Escorial (El Escorial, 1968)
Census Census of historiated plaquette and medallion bindings of the Renaissance, in
A. Hobson, Humanists, 214—ST
Esc. Biblioteca del Real Monasterio de San Lorenzo de El Escorial
GW Gesamtkatalog der Wiegendrucke (Leipzig, 1925— )
HEHL Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, California
HRHRC  Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center, University of Texas, Austin,
Texas
IGI Indice generale degli incunaboli delle biblioteche d’Italia, 6 vols. ([Rome], 1943—81)
Ind. Aur. Index Aureliensis: catalogus librorum sedecimo saeculo impressorum (Baden-Baden,
1062— )
ISTC Incunabula Short-Title Catalogue, data-base in course of compilation at the BL
JRUL John Rylands University Library, Manchester
LoC Library of Congress, Washington, DC
NUC National Union Catalogue
NYPL New York Public Library
ONB Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna
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PML Pierpont Morgan Library, New York
Ril. ven. Rilegature veneziane del X1 e XV secolo: Catalogo a cura di Tammaro De Marinis
(Venice, 1955)
UB Universitatsbibliothek
UL University Library
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