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This book is about the repatriation, or not, of great works of art and antiquity
taken during the Age of Imperialism and held today by European and American
museums. The Elgin Marbles are the most famous example, but there are thou-
sands of others. The nations of origin, supported by UNESCO, want these cul-
tural treasures returned, while the museums unsurprisingly prefer to keep them.
Public interest in the outcome runs high. In this volume prominent museum
and government officials and leading scholars consider the ultimate disposition
of the Elgin Marbles in the British Museum, the bust of Nefertiti in Berlin, and
American Indian artifacts and human remains in American museums.
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FOREWORD

The articles collected in this volume were first presented at a conference
held at the Washington University School of Law on March 26—27, 2004.
The conference was the fourth in a series of annual symposia organized
and sponsored by the Whitney R. Harris Institute for Global Legal Stud-
ies. The complete proceedings, including the original presentation of each
article in this volume with the discussion that followed, remain avail-
able in the Institute’s electronic archive of all of its principal conferences
at http://law.wustl.edu/igls(Conferences/2003—2004/ ImperialismArtResti-
tutionConfo4.html.

The topic and title of the conference — Imperialism, Art and Restitution —
originated with John Henry Merryman. His intellectual vision and organiz-
ing acumen made the event possible. Without his efforts neither the con-
ference nor this volume could have been realized. Others also share credit.
First and foremost are those who participated in the symposium as principal
presenters, whose contributions are collected here, as well as the moderators
and discussants: Michael Cosmopoulos (University of Missouri-St. Louis),
Steven Gunn (Washington University), Michael Kelly (Creighton Univer-
sity), Serena Stier and Pamela Trimpe (University of Iowa), Susan Rotoff
and Sarantis Symeonoglou (Washington University), Frederike Seligman
and Mark Weil (Washington University).

A special note of appreciation needs to be extended to the Washington
University School of Art, which with the support of its Dean, Jeffrey Pike,
cosponsored the event. Others whose guidance, support and various forms
of assistance require mention here include Joel Seligman, currently President
of the University of Rochester, whose leadership and enthusiasm have
been vital to the life of the Harris Institute since its founding during his
tenure as Dean of the School of Law. Whitney and Anna Harris were active
participants and from inception enthusiastic supporters of the conference.
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X John O. Haley

Robert Archibald, President of the Missouri Historical Society, provided
useful advice. No program of this magnitude could have been successful,
however, without the energy and dedication of Linda McClain, the Harris
Institute’s especially able conference coordinator.

I would like to extend a final word of appreciation to the editors of
Cambridge University Press, who by making this volume possible have given
permanence to the presentations in St. Louis, thereby enabling the ideas and
intellectual contributions of the authors to reach a broader audience in both
place and time.

John O. Haley
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