
CONRAD, LANGUAGE, AND NARRATIVE

In this re-evaluation of the writings of Joseph Conrad, Michael
Greaney places language and narrative at the heart of his literary
achievement. A trilingual Polish expatriate, Conrad brought a
formidable linguistic self-consciousness to the English novel;
tensions between speech and writing are the defining obsessions
of his career. He sought very early on to develop a ‘writing of the
voice’ based on oral or communal modes of storytelling. Greaney
argues that the ‘yarns’ of his nautical raconteur Marlow are the
most challenging expression of this voice-centred aesthetic. But
Conrad’s suspicion that words are fundamentally untrustworthy is
present in everything he wrote. The political novels of his middle
period represent a breakthrough from traditional storytelling
into the writerly aesthetic of high modernism. Greaney offers an
examination of a wide range of Conrad’s work which combines
recent critical approaches to language in poststructuralism with an
impressive command of linguistic theory.

MICHAEL GREANEY is Lecturer in English Literature at Lancaster
University. This is his first book.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-12084-5 - Conrad, Language, and Narrative
Michael Greaney
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521120845
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CONRAD, LANGUAGE, AND
NARRATIVE

MICHAEL GREANEY
Lecturer in English Literature,

Lancaster University

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-12084-5 - Conrad, Language, and Narrative
Michael Greaney
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521120845
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521120845

© Michael Greaney 2002

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2002

This digitally printed version 2009

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Greaney, Michael.

Conrad, language, and narrative / Michael Greaney.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0 521 80754 9 hardback

1. Conrad, Joseph, 1857–1924 – Language. 2. Conrad, Joseph, 1857–1924 – Technique.

3. Fiction – Technique. 4. Narration (Rhetoric) I. Title.

PR6005.04 Z7355 2001

823´.912 – dc21 2001035601

ISBN 978-0-521-80754-8 hardback

ISBN 978-0-521-12084-5 paperback

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-12084-5 - Conrad, Language, and Narrative
Michael Greaney
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521120845
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To my parents

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-12084-5 - Conrad, Language, and Narrative
Michael Greaney
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521120845
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Acknowledgements page ix

Introduction 1

PART I SPEECH COMMUNITIES

1 ‘The realm of living speech’: Conrad and
oral community 11

2 ‘Murder by language’: ‘Falk’ and Victory 27

3 ‘Drawing-room voices’: language and space
in The Arrow of Gold 44

PART II MARLOW

4 Modernist storytelling: ‘Youth’ and
‘Heart of Darkness’ 57

5 The scandals of Lord Jim 77

6 The gender of Chance 98

PART III POLITICAL COMMUNITIES

7 Nostromo and anecdotal history 115

8 Linguistic dystopia: The Secret Agent 135

9 ‘Gossip, tales, suspicions’: language and paranoia
in Under Western Eyes 152

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-12084-5 - Conrad, Language, and Narrative
Michael Greaney
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521120845
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


viii Contents

Conclusion 167

Notes 170
Bibliography 185
Index 193

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-12084-5 - Conrad, Language, and Narrative
Michael Greaney
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521120845
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgements

In writing this book I have benefited from the advice and support
of many colleagues and friends. My special thanks are to David and
Jan Ashbridge, Neil Bennison, David Carroll, Robert Hampson, Tony
Pinkney, Tony Sharpe, Anne Sweeney, the late Tony Tanner, and Andrew
Tate. The Department of English at Lancaster University provided the
stimulating and supportive context in which this book was written; I have
also benefited from the assistance of the Joseph Conrad Society (UK).

ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-12084-5 - Conrad, Language, and Narrative
Michael Greaney
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521120845
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

