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This volume continues to explore the life and works of Auguste
Comte during his so-called second career. It covers the period from
the coup d’état of Louis Napoleon in late 1851 to Comte’s death in
1857. During these early years of the Second Empire, Comte became
increasingly conservative and anxious to control his disciples. This
study offers the first analysis of the tensions within his movement.
Focusing on his second masterpiece, the Système de politique posi-
tive, and other important books, such as the Synthèse subjective, Mary
Pickering not only sheds light on Comte’s intellectual development
but also traces the dissemination of positivism and the Religion of
Humanity throughout many parts of the world.

Mary Pickering is Professor of History at San José State University.
The author of Auguste Comte: An Intellectual Biography, Volumes I, II,
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internationale de philosophie.
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Synthèse subjective 474

9 The Death of the Great Priest of Humanity and
His Influence 526

Conclusion 580

Bibliography 609

Index 633

ix

Cambridge University Press

Frontmatter
More Information

978-0-521-11914-6 — Auguste Comte, Volume 3
Mary Pickering

www.cambridge.org/9780521119146
www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

Bringing this thirty-year enterprise to a close requires at least thirty
pages of thanks. However, to spare the reader, the publisher, and
myself that ordeal, I will limit my words of gratitude. I would like
to thank the late Donald Fleming, my history adviser at Harvard, for
first suggesting that I write a biography of Auguste Comte. Little did
we know in 1978 that it would take almost my entire life to cover
Comte’s. I am very grateful to all the people at the Maison d’Auguste
Comte with whom I have worked: Sybil de Acevedo, Isabel Pratas-
Frescata, Gilda Anderson, and more recently, the extremely helpful
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Angèle Kremer-Marietti, the late Mirella Larizza, Annie Petit, Hélgio
Trindade, Jean-Claude Wartelle, and Kaat Wils have helped me a great
deal. I have appreciated their insights and friendship.

xi

Cambridge University Press

Frontmatter
More Information

978-0-521-11914-6 — Auguste Comte, Volume 3
Mary Pickering

www.cambridge.org/9780521119146
www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xii Acknowledgments

Moreover, I am grateful for the assistance I received from the
French government and the Institut Français de Washington, which
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abbreviations

Although short titles have generally been used in the citations, several
abbreviations warrant explanation:

AN Archives Nationales

BN Bibliothèque Nationale

CG Auguste Comte: Correspondance générale et confessions. Edited
by Paulo E. de Berrêdo Carneiro, Pierre Arnaud, Paul
Arbousse-Bastide, and Angèle Kremer-Marietti. 8 vols.
Paris: Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, 1973–
90.

EP Archives of the Ecole Polytechnique

MAC Archives of the Maison d’Auguste Comte, Paris

RO La Revue Occidentale

notes

The correspondence of Comte has been moved to the Bibliothèque
Nationale, where it is available on microfilm.The letters from Comte
are in N.a.fr. 27092–27096. The letters to Comte are in N.a.fr. 27099–
27120. Copies of the letters are kept in the MAC. I have referred to
them in the MAC, where I first consulted them in their original form
in the 1980s.

For pictures of Comte and his apartment, see the Web site of the
Maison d’Auguste Comte: http://www.augustecomte.org. Emman-
uel Lazinier, the president of the International Positivist Society, also
maintains an interesting Web site: http://membres.lycos.fr/clotilde.
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