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PREFACE

The following monograph grew out of a long-standing interest
in the Gibeonite problem, especially in its relations to the
cultic history of early Isracl. It soon becomes apparent to
anyone studying the Old Testament tradition with respect to
the Gibeonite cities and their inhabitants that many larger
questions are involved: the obscure history of the ark before
its transfer to Jerusalem, the role of the local sanctuaries, the
political and religious significance of Saul, the early history of
Benjamin before its assimilation into the Davidic state system.
Discussion of these larger issues in this context is not of course
new; but it is hoped that a new look at what may fairly be
called the Gibeonite problem will contribute to our knowledge
of early Israel, and in particular the obscure half-century which
preceded the accession of David.

Some aspects of these issues were discussed in a paper read
several years ago before the Catholic Biblical Association in
London under the title ‘The Enigma of Gibeon’. More directly,
this study is based on a thesis submitted to the Faculty of
Theology of the University of Oxford in fulfilment of require-
ments for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. The present
study 1s, in effect, an abbreviated and revised version of that
thesis which is catalogued under the title ‘Gibeon and the
Gibeonites from the Settlement to Solomon’.

I wish to express my thanks and appreciation to the many
who, over the last few years, have helped me with their com-
ments and criticism. I owe a particular debt to the Revd G.
Henton Davies, Principal of Regent’s Park College, who super-
vised my work at Oxford and commented on it in detail.
During the same period I also profited much from the critical
acumen of the Revd Professor H. F. D. Sparks, Chairman of
the Faculty of Theology. Professor James B. Pritchard of the
University of Pennsylvania, whose excavations at el-Jib have
placed all Old Testament scholars in his debt, took time off
from a busy career to read the present work in manuscript
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PREFACE

and make valuable comments. Discussions at an early stage
with the Revd Professors Joseph Coppens and Henri Cazelles
proved invaluable and thanks are also due to Professor G. E.
Mendenhall of the University of Michigan who kindly sent me
a copy of an unpublished paper together with comments on an
important aspect of the Gibeonite problem. I wish, finally, to
express appreciation to the Revd Professor J. A. Emerton,
editor of the present monograph series, who accepted the
manuscript for publication.

JOSEPH BLENKINSOPP
Notre Dame, Indiana

December 1971
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