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Europe after Empire

Europe after Empire is a pioneering comparative history of European deco-

lonization from the formal ending of empires to the postcolonial European

present. Elizabeth Buettner charts the long-term development of post-war

decolonization processes as well as the histories of inward and return migra-

tion from former empires which followed. She shows that not only were

former colonies remade as a result of the path to decolonization: so too was

Western Europe, with imperial traces scattered throughout popular and elite

cultures, consumer goods, religious life, political formations, and ideological

terrains. People were also inwardly mobile, including not simply Europeans

returning ‘home’ but Asians, Africans, West Indians, and others who made

their way to Europe to forge new lives. The result is a Europe fundamentally

transformed by multicultural diversity and cultural hybridity and by the

destabilization of assumptions about race, culture, and the meanings of place,

and where imperial legacies and memories live on.

elizabeth buettner is Professor of Modern History at the University of

Amsterdam. Her publications include Empire Families: Britons and Late

Imperial India (2004).
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provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and problems in

European history since the Renaissance. Written at a level and length

accessible to advanced school students and undergraduates, each book in

the series addresses topics or themes that students of European history

encounter daily: the series embraces both some of the more ‘traditional’

subjects of study and those cultural and social issues to which increasing

numbers of school and college courses are devoted. A particular effort is made

to consider the wider international implications of the subject under scrutiny.

To aid the student reader, scholarly apparatus and annotation is light, but each

work has full supplementary bibliographies and notes for further reading:

where appropriate, chronologies, maps, diagrams, and other illustrative

material are also provided.
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