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FOREWORD

I count it a great privilege to be asked to write a Foreword to
this volume of essays in honour of Professor David Winton
Thomas.

My own life has been greatly enriched by his friendship over
the years. His was a name to conjure with in the Hebrew Room
at Merchant Taylors’ School—it was a source of encouragement
to know that the man who had covered himself with glory at
Cambridge had sat where I sat and grappled with Davidson
and with Brown, Driver and Briggs. Then he succeeded two of
my greatest teachers in the chair of the Regius Professorship
of Hebrew at Cambridge, R. H. Kennett and S. A. Cook—a
goodly succession, indeed.

Recently, as President of the Society for Old Testament Study
in its Jubilee Year, I have been in touch with him again and
have been enabled to see how much that learned Society owes
to his leadership and inspiration. Archaeology and Old Testament
Study, which he edited, alone will serve as a reminder of that
fact.

My closest association with him was over a period of four
years when together we worked on The Revised Psalter. It was
a small, happy and closely knit team that produced that book,
including among its members T. S. Eliot and C. S. Lewis. The
man to whom, above all others, we looked for guidance in the
realm of Hebrew scholarship was David Winton Thomas. Nor
were we ever disappointed. From his store of Semitic scholarship
he would draw out things new and old and, weighing them up
with a nicely balanced sense of judgement, would ensure a
translation which did not do despite to the meaning of the
original.

The translation of the Bible into the multitudinous languages
of the world is a task which calls for great and varied skills.
Translators all over the globe have to rely on experts in the
sphere of Semitics to guide them in their work. In the very front

vii
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Foreword

rank of experts in Understanding the Old Testament (to quote the
title of his Ethel M. Wood Lecture, 196%), David Winton
Thomas has stood for many years and will stand, we hope, for
many more.

We salute him—with gratitude and affection.

DONALD EBOR.

Bishopthorpe
York

viii
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PREFACE

The contributors to this volume are a few only of those—
colleagues, pupils and friends—who would wish to share in
offering congratulations and good wishes to David Winton
Thomas on his retirement after a thirty-year tenure of the
Regius Chair of Hebrew in Cambridge. The whole range of
biblical and Hebrew scholarship has been influenced and en-
riched by his work, and by that meticulous accuracy and
balance of judgement which have characterized it throughout.
His qualities as a teacher have been enjoyed by those fortunate
enough to follow his classes on Hebrew texts. As a colleague to
many, he has brought support and stimulus. As a friend, and
particularly as one who takes much interest in the work of
younger scholars, he has given encouragement and the pleasure
of a companionship born of a real sympathy with other people.
And this has been shown equally in the kindness and hospitality
which has been offered so generously by his wife Marion and
himself over the years.

This volume is offered as a token of affection and respect. We
who have edited it have had the pleasure of warm support from
the contributors; it has been our regret that we could not in-
clude all who might have been invited, and that illness and
other unavoidable causes have prevented some who intended
to write for the volume. But we hope that as a modest contribu-
tion to an area of study to which D. Winton Thomas has given
so much, it may serve both to honour him and to convey good
wishes for his retirement, and also stimulate further the pursuit
of ‘Words and Meanings’.

The Editors wish to express their gratitude to the Cambridge
University Press for undertaking to produce this volume. They
also acknowledge the assistance of Mrs Daphne Hope Brink in
the translation of the article by Professor Fohrer, of Pastor
Eckhard von Rabenau in the translation of the article by
Professor Eissfeldt, and of Mr K. W. Carley in compiling the

index. P.R.A.
B.L.
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