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GENERAL EDITOR’S
PREFACE

This series aims at providing a new forum for the discussion of major
critical or scholarly topics within the field of French studies. It differs
from most similar-seeming ventures in the degree of freedom which
contributing authors are allowed and in the range of subjects covered.
For the series is not concerned to promote any single area of academic
specialisation or any single theoretical approach. Authors are invited
to address themselves to problems, and to argue their solutions in
whatever terms seem best able to produce an incisive and cogent
account of the matter in hand. The search for such terms will some-
times involve the crossing of boundaries between familiar academic
disciplines, or the calling of those boundaries into dispute. Most of
the studies will be written especially for the series, although from time
to time it will also provide new editions of outstanding works which
were previously out of print, or originally published in languages other
than English or French.
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