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To Paddy — for three very special reasons
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‘A distinctively colonial or South African expansion was the policy of the
politicians, financiers, and adventurers up to the failure of the Jameson
Raid; reluctantly they sought the co-operation of British imperialism to aid
them their absorbing aim hereafter will be to relegate British imperialism
to what they conceive to be its proper place, that of an ultima ratio to stand
in the far background while colonial imperialism manages the business and
takes the profits. A South African federation of self-governing States will
demand a political career of its own, and will insist upon its own brand of
empire, not that of the British Government, in the control of the lower races
in South Africa.’

J- A. Hobson, ‘Imperialism: a study’ (1902)
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Preface to Reprint Edition

This study of The Scramble for Southern Africa, 1877-95 originally
appeared nearly 30 years ago, and is long out of print. Scholars of
empires and of Africa have, however, continued to use and cite the book.
Cambridge University Press has now made the welcome decision to
make the original text generally available as a paperback reprint.

A considerable scholarly literature has of course post-dated this study.
That is not reflected here. I have corrected small errors and typos. But
otherwise I have left the book as it was: it appears as an historical
document with some hope of its utility for a new generation of
researchers and writers. Had this been an entirely ‘new edition’, certain
revisions in the text would surely have deepened the analysis and
enriched the narrative.

But they would actually not have constituted major ‘second thoughts’. It
is still my belief that this aspect of the greater ‘Scramble’ for Africa itself
in the later nineteenth century was the outcome of the geo-politics of
that era of heightening Great Power rivalry, coupled with the dramatic
interface involving the turbulent dynamics of white colonial and
indigenous African forces. In the last resort, ‘Scramble’ was a code word
for what constituted an ‘internal revolution’ of local African change. The
driving artificers of change towards conquest and African empire were as
much local as metropolitan or international: the ambitions of settler
politics, two capitalised mineral revolutions, the modernising demands
for land and labour from primary and resource industries, and all
infused with raw ideologies of ‘race’, ‘whiteness’ and the ‘civilising
mission’. It was a potent mix of the local African forces that ultimately
took global imperial history by the throat.
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xii  Preface to reprint edition

A sympathetic reviewer of the original book expressed regret that the
narrative stopped abruptly at 1895 (when the last formal colonial
frontier was indeed drawn on the empire maps) - rather than rounding
out the story with the consequential events surrounding the subsequent
Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902) and the rise of the unified South African
state under white control (1910). I myself increasingly came to consider
the ultimate close of this story of African ‘Scramble’ as actually lying
even further into the 20" century — with the land, labour and urban areas
Acts of the Union Governments (down to 1923). But that is another
book.

D.M.S.

90" birthday anniversary of Nelson Mandela, 2008
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