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PREFACE

This is not a history of the Mexican Revolution. Inevitably, since
the actual events of the period are in many cases confused and
uncertain, and it has been possible to bring both recent and fresh
evidence to their interpretation, it does offer new conclusions
about those events, in general, implicitly rather than explicitly.
Similarly, the financial interests involved have been dealt with
from their own standpoint, but only in so far as there is any ground
for belief that they did influence the making of foreign policy.

The work is based almost entirely on contemporary manu-
script sources, memoirs, etc., from Great Britain and the United
States, many of which have here been employed for the first time.
The British side of the Anglo-American dialogue has not pre-
viously been presented comprehensively; the occasion of its
presentation enables the American side, for the first time since the
opening of the State Department files, to be reconsidered as a unity.
The Wilson period is therefore related to its antecedents under
Taft. Recent published work on Mexico, to which acknowledge-
ment has been made where appropriate, has been incorporated.
For the work itself, and the conclusions it presents, I am solely
responsible.

I am gratefully indebted for permission to use and to cite
material from manuscript collections to: Mr William Jennings
Bryan, Jr., for the papers of William Jennings Bryan; the Viscount
Cowdray, T.D., for the papers of Weetman Dickinson Pearson,
first Viscount Cowdray; Mr Jonathan Daniels, for the papers of
Josephus Daniels; the Trustees of the late Rebekah Knox Tindle,
for the papers of Philander C. Knox; and Mr Arthur H. Page, for
the papers of Walter H. Page.

This research was carried out under a State Studentship from
the Northern Ireland Ministry of Education, for whose help and
assistance, and that of the William Waldorf Astor Foundation
in enabling me to visit Mexico, I wish to express my sincerest
gratitude.

I should like to record my special thanks to Professor Sir Denis
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Preface

Brogan, who supervised and gave inspiration to the work, and to
the Editors of the Cambridge Latin American Studies, for their
helpful advice and criticism.

My thanks are also extended to Dr Harold Blakemore, Pro-
fessor Lewis Hanke, Professor R. A. Humphreys, and Dr John
Lynch for advice on bibliography; to Srta Berta Ulloa for guid-
ance to the Mexican archives; to the Brookings Institution, the
Hispanic Foundation, and the Institute of Historical Research, for
research facilities; to the staffs of all the libraries I have used, for
their help; to Miss Diana Marshallsay, who compiled the index;
to Miss Ann Carr, who typed the principal manuscript, and to my
wife, for her patience, sympathy and encouragement.

NOTE ON ABBREVIATIONS

The following conventional abbreviations have been employed in
citations throughout:

FO  Foreign Office Papers, London.
GFM  German Foreign Ministry Archives.
SDF  State Department Files.
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