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The Burning Bush

When Moses, musing in the desert, found

The thormn bush spiking up from the hot ground,
And saw the branches, on a sudden, bear

The crackling yellow barberries of fire,

He searched his learning and imagination

For any logical, neat explanation,

And turned to go, but turned again and stayed,
And faced the fire and knew it for his God.

I too have seen the briar alight like coal,

The love that burns, the flesh that’s ever whole,
And many times have turned and left it there,
Saying: ‘It’s prophecy — but metaphor.’

But stinging tongues like John the Baptist shout:
‘That this is metaphor is no way out.

It’s dogma too, or you make God a liar;

The bush is still a bush, and fire is fire.”

Norman Nicholson

(Reprinted by permission of Faber and Faber Ltd from Five Rivers by Norman Nicholson)
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Note on references

Most references to major primary printed sources are given in the text. For
Tyrrell, bibliographical details of books can be found with the abbreviations.
I have not listed all other references to Tyrrell’s works in the bibliography,
as the relevant references are given in the notes at the end of each chapter,
and the general selection is inevitably eclectic. Thomas Loome’s bibliography
(The Heythrop Journal, 10 (1969), 280—314; 11 (1970), 161--9; Liberal Catholicism,
Reform Catholicism, Modernism (Mainz, 1979), pp. 218-27), and that of David
Schultenover, George Tyrrell (Shepherdstown, USA, 1981), pp. 43462, can
be confidently used for further information. The whereabouts of letters can
be discovered from the list of unpublished sources in the bibliography. Where
I have used printed sources for letters, these are given in the text or notes.
For Arnold’s prose I have used the Michigan edition of The Complete Prose
Works of Matthew Arnold, edited by R. H. Super. This is referred to by an
‘S’, followed by the volume number, an indication of Arnold’s original title
where appropriate, and the page number. For his poetry [ have used The Poems
of Matthew Arnold, edited by Kenneth Allott, second edition, edited by Miriam
Allott, in the Longman Annotated English Poets series (London, 1979).
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