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GENERAL EDITORS’ PREFACE

The aim of this series is to provide the text of the New
English Bible closely linked to a commentary in which
the results of modern scholarship are made available to
the general reader. Teachers and young people preparing
for such examinations as the General Certificate of Educa-
tion at Ordinary or Advanced Level in Britain, and similar
qualifications elsewhere, have been especially kept in
mind. The commentators have been asked to assume no
specialized theological knowledge, and no knowledge of
Greek and Hebrew. Bare references to other literature and
multiple references to other parts of the Bible have been
avoided. Actual quotations have been given as often as
possible.

Within these quite severe limits each commentator
will attempt to set out the main findings of recent New
Testament scholarship, and to describe the historical
background to the text. The main theological content of
the New Testament will also be critically discussed.

Much attention has been given to the form of the
volumes. The aim is to produce books each of which will
be read consecutively from first to last page. The intro-
ductory material leads naturally into the text, which itself
leads into the alternating sections of commentary.

The series is prefaced by a volume—Understanding the
New Testament—which outlines the larger historical
background, says something about the growth and trans-
mission of the text, and answers the question “Why

v
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GENERAL EDITORS’ PREFACE

should we study the New Testament?’ Another volume
—New Testament Illustrations—contains maps, diagrams
and photographs.
P.R.A.
A.R.C.L.
J.W.P.

EDITOR’S PREFACE

Although the letter to the Ephesians was written later
than that to the Colossians, the order in which they
appear in the New Testament has been retained here. The
reasons why these letters, with that to Philemon, are
studied together are discussed in a separate note. Within
the limits of a commentary of this length, detailed dis-
cussion has not always been possible. But an attempt has
been made to bring out the background against which the
letters were written, to clarify their technical language and
their at times compressed thought, and to show something
of the interest that they hold for us today. My gratitude is
due to all the General Editors for their kindly help and
advice. I am especially indebted to the Reverend J. W.
Packer, who was kind enough to read the whole of my
original draft and make useful comments, and to the
Reverend Dr A.R. C. Leaney, for his thorough and
helpful reading of the final typescript. I'should also like to
add my grateful thanks to the Officials of the Cambridge

University Press, who have been so cooperative.
G.H.P.T.
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