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PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION
(Fanuary 1928)

HE original volume was felt by some readers to be
I rather bulky; here, therefore, it is divided into

separately purchasable parts, arranged roughly accord-
ing to subject. The first and largest deals with Religion, Folk-
Lore and Superstition; the second, with Chronicles, Science
and Art; the third, with Men and Manners; the fourth, with
Monks, Friars and Nuns. The first is enlarged by the addition
of three extracts which were not in the first edition, two of
which refer to subjects of considerable recent interest, St Joan
and the Inquisition. The fourth volume is considerably en-
larged, especially by the inclusion of My Lord Abbot from
Petit Fean de Saintré. 1 have been able to correct a few
mistakes and add a few notes; otherwise, there has been little
opportunity of bringing the book up to date. For the re-
arrangement of the extracts and the revision of the proofs, and
much other help, I am indebted to my wife.

G.G.C.
ST JOHN’S COLLEGE

CAMBRIDGE
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PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION
(May 1910)

T HIs book appeals to the increasing body of readers who

wish to get at the real Middle Ages; who, however im-

patient of mere dissertations and discussions, are glad to
study genuine human documents, and to check the generaliza-
tions of historians by reference to first-hand facts. The Author
has, therefore, attempted to compile a catena of such documents,
each more or less complete in itself, but mostly too long for
full quotation by historians. Moreover, he claims to cover a
wider ground than most of the formal histories. The records
here printed represent thirty years’ study among all kinds of
medieval writings, and could scarcely be outdone in this re-
spect but by scholars who have better work to do. They have
been chosen as specially characteristic of the period, and as
appealing also to that deeper humanity which is common to
all minds in all periods. They treat of clergy and laity, saints
and sinners; spiritual experiences, love, battles, pageants, and
occasionally the small things of everyday life. Drawn from
six different languages, the large majority of these extracts are
here translated for the first and perhaps the last time, since
they are only the cream from bulky and often inaccessible
volumes. A few are from manuscripts. If, on the whole, re-
ligious life is more fully represented here, and that life itself
in its least conventional aspects, this want of strict proportion
is more or less inherent in the plan of the work. We donot
go abroad to meet Englishmen, or into the Middle Ages for
the commonplace; though an occasional touch of this kind
may help to show us the essential uniformity of little things
in all ages. We most want to hear of those who, for good or
evil, stand apart from the rest; and in the Middle Ages, as
now, the evil generally lent itself best to picturesque descrip-
tion. The Author has, however, done all he can, consistently
with any measure of historical truth, to avoid those darkest
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PREFACE ix

sides of all upon which the scope of his From St Francis to
Dante compelled him to dwell at some length.

Several of the best books, being easily accessible elsewhere,
are omitted here. From one or two more, only just enough
is given to indicate the value of the rest, already sufficiently
translated. It was impossible, within any reasonable compass,
to exploit the rich mine of Franciscan and Dominican records
also; a small fraction of these have already been printed in
From St Francis to Dante, and the rest are reserved for a later
volume. With these necessary exceptions, it is hoped that the
present selection may be in some real sense representative.
How far it is from being exhaustive, those will know best who
have read most widely. From such critics the Author can
only claim indulgence for this first attempt in English to cover
Medieval Life as a whole.

G.G.C.

40 MILL ROAD
EASTBOURNE

PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION OF PART IV
(December 1929)

TH 1s volume is very considerably enlarged in the present

edition; it has been increased by more than a hundred

pages. The additional matter consists of extracts which
I had made for a volume planned ten years ago, which was
to illustrate every side of monastic life. A good deal of that
material will be summarized in the third volume of my Five
Centuries of Religion, which I hope to bring out in the course
of 1930; but many passages were too long for that volume,
yet too valuable to abridge farther than they will be found
abridged here. The story of How Friar Michael was burned,

A¥*
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X PREFACE

and the Abbot, Lady, and Knight from Petit Fean de Saintré,
are of this character. Friar Michael’s story has been far too
much neglected by historians of the Inquisition; and if, as in
the Saintré case and in that of Caesarius of Heisterbach, I give
long extracts from books which can now be procured in
their completeness, this is because I made my own versions
long ago, and because the stories seemed too important to be
omitted from any collection of this kind. They may, after
all, send some readers on from the present volume to the full
translations of the books from which they are taken.

One valuable criticism which has reached me must be
met by a frank confession. In thus splitting my old Garner
into four volumes for the reader’s convenience, I ought to
have followed my first impulse, and divided them by order of
time, not according to their subject-matter, which, more-
over, was sometimes rather difficult to decide; one and the
same story might be counted with equal truth as illustrating
Monasticism or Adventure. Within each volume, the chrono-
logical order has indeed been kept, roughly at least; but
in the book as a whole it has been broken. This, as my kind
critic points out, has the great disadvantage that the reader
does not see for himself, with sufficient clearness, how things
progressed from generation to generation in the Middle Ages;
my arrangement may deceive him into a too static view of
these five centuries. For this I must here apologize; yet,
even thus, it may be permissible to suggest some sort of
remedy for any really determined student who has been
extravagant enough to buy all four volumes. Dates, exact or
approximate, are given for every extract; he may therefore
follow the chronological order by skipping from volume to
volume. This, however, I point out not in excuse but only
in palliation of an error which I now see plainly enough.

CAMBRIDGE G.¢c.C
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