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GENERAL EDITORS’ PREFACE

The aim of this series is to providc the text of the New
English Bible closely linked to a commentary in which
the results of modern scholarship are made available to
the general reader. Teachers and young people have been
especially kept in mind. The commentators have becn
asked to assume no specialized theological knowledge,
and no knowledge of Greck and Hebrew. Bare references
to other literature and multiple references to other parts
of the Bible have been avoided. Actual quotations have
been given as often as possible.

Within the severc limits imposed by the size and
scope of the serics, cach commentator will attempt to
sct out the main findings of recent biblical scholar-
ship, and to describe the historical background to the
text. The main theological issues will also be critically
discussed.

Much attention has been given to the form of the
volumes. The aim is to produce books each of which will
be read consecutively from first to last page. The intro-
ductory material leads naturally into the text, which itself
leads into the alternating sections of commentary. By
this means it is hoped that each book will be easily read
and remain in the mind as a unity.

The New Testament series is prefaced by a volume
—Understanding the New Testament—which outlines the
larger historical background, says something about the
growth and transmission of the text, and answers the
question ‘Why should we study the New Testament?’

v
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GENERAL EDITORS PREFACE

Another volume—The New Testament Illustrated—con-
tains maps, diagrams and photographs.
P.R.A.
A.R.C.L.
J.W.P.

EDITOR’S PREFACE

I wish to express my gratitude to the General Editors
for their kindly help and advice, and especially to
Professor A.R. C. Leaney for the invaluable assistance
which he rendered in getting this book finally into shape.
My indebtedness to innumerable other scholars will be
apparent in the work itself.

A W.A.
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