CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09118-3 - The Bible To-day
C. H. Dodd

Frontmatter

More information

THE
BIBLE TO-DAY

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521091183

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09118-3 - The Bible To-day
C. H. Dodd

Frontmatter

More information

THE
BIBLE TO-DAY

BY

C.H.DODD

Professor Emeritus of Divinity in the
University of Cambridge

CAMBRIDGE
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS
1968

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521091183

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09118-3 - The Bible To-day
C. H. Dodd

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Sao Paulo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 8ru, UK

Published in the United States of America by
Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521091183

© Cambridge University Press 1946, 1965

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First edition 1946
Reprinted 1947, 1948, 1951, 1952, 1956
First paperback edition 1960
Reprinted 1961, 1962
Second edition 1965
Reprinted 1968
Re-issued 2010

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-0-521-04844-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-09118-3 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521091183

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09118-3 - The Bible To-day
C. H. Dodd

Frontmatter

More information

IN PIAM MEMORIAM
JOHANNIS MARTINI CREED

CONLEGAE ET AMICI

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521091183

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09118-3 - The Bible To-day

C. H. Dodd
Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS
PREFACE page ix
CHAPTERI. THE BIBLE: WHAT IT IS I

The sacred book of the Christian religion—A collection of ancient
writings diverse in form and subject—The history of a continuous
community: Hebrew clan, Israelite nation, Jewish ‘dispersion’, catholic
Church—The Church puts forth the Bible as its ‘canon’—The two
‘testaments’ (‘covenants’)—The New Testament and the Church—
The Old Testament and its ‘fulfilment’—History and revelation.

CHAPTER II. THE APPROACH TO THE BIBLE 15

The Bible in the early Church—canonical authority—freedom of
criticism and interpretation—the allegorical method—The mediaeval
schema—The Reformation and the right of private judgement—The
post-Reformation situation—Return of biblical criticism—*Liberal’
criticism, its value and limitations—*Post-liberal’ criticism—Value of
critical method for interpretation.

CHAPTER III. THE OLD TESTAMENT 33

Chronology of Old Testament writings—Cardinal position of the
prophets—History of the prophetic period—The classical prophets—
The prophetic interpretation of history and its sources in religious
experience—Earlier history of Israel as interpreted by the prophets:
the Exodus and the call of Abraham—The post-exilic period: codifica-
tion of the Law, Psalms, ‘Wisdom’ literature, Apocalypses—Incon-
clusiveness of the Old Testament.

CHAPTER IV, THE NEW TESTAMENT 65

Emergence of the Christian Church—Chronology of New Testament
writings—The ‘New Covenant’ and the Church—Unity of the New
Testament—The apostolic ‘Proclamation’, its form and content—The
‘New Commandment’—nature and contents of the Christian Law—
The teaching of Jesus and its transmission—The story of Jesus in its
historical setting.

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521091183

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09118-3 - The Bible To-day

C. H. Dodd
Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS
CHAPTER V. HISTORY AS REVELATION page 98

‘Progressive revelation’—The nature of History: occurrence + meaning
—The meaning derived from an encounter with God—Validity of the
prophetic experience of God—and of the apostolic experience of God
in Christ—The Word of God—The ‘particularity” of revelation—The
Word made flesh—The supra-historical setting of the biblical history—
First and Last Things—Conclusion: first principles of a biblical
Weltanschauung.

CHAPTER VI, THE BIBLE AND THE HISTORICAL
PROBLEM OF OUR TIME 122

The challenge of the ‘ideologies’—The need for an understanding of
history—The possible ‘transfiguration’ of a situation—Biblical prin-
ciples for the understanding of history—The pattern of history under
the Word of God, traced in our situation— Judgement and renewal—
The response: obedience to God in our situation—Where history is
made—The réle of the Church.

CHAPTER VII. HISTORY AND THE INDIVIDUAL

144
The problem of an historical revelation—Transition from history to
experience—Individual and community in early Hebrew literature—
in the Psalms—in the New Testament—The story of ‘Everyman’—
The Church, historical and contemporary—Mediation of history to
the individual through Gospel and Sacrament.

INDEX OF REFERENCES 165

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521091183

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09118-3 - The Bible To-day
C. H. Dodd

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

This book represents a course of ‘open lectures’ given
under the auspices of the Divinity Faculty of the Univer-
sity of Cambridge. The text is partly based on short-
hand notes taken by hearers of the lectures, among
whom I am particularly indebted to Miss M. Buchanan.
Both the substance of the lectures and the general
arrangement and manner of treatment are preserved,
at the cost of some repetition, but the material has under-
gone a measure of revision.

Quotations from the Old and New Testaments
usually follow the Revised Version, but not scrupu-
lously. I have sometimes silently altered it, and some-
times made my own translation.

C.H.D.
Cambridge
October 1945
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