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The theology of communion, or koinonia, has been at the
centre of the ecumenical movement for more than thirty
years. It is central to the self~understanding of the An-
glican, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox Churches, and
has been prominent in the work of the World Council of
Churches. This book, based on the 1996 Hulsean Lec-
tures, examines the significance of koinonia for contempo-
rary ecumenical theology, tracing the development of
contemporary understanding in critical engagement with
the thought of Plato, Aristotle, the Hebrew Scriptures, the
New Testament, the Cappadocian Fathers, and Augustine.
In each case, reflection on community life is related to
actual communities in which texts were produced. The
importance of conflict and the place of politics for the
koinonia that constitutes the Christian churches is a major
theme throughout. Communion is seen as a gift to be
received and a discipline to be cultivated in the continuing
practice of ecumenism.

Nicholas Sagovsky is the William Leech Professorial
Research Fellow in Applied Christian Theology at the
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NOTE ON TRANSLATIONS

Throughout this book I have used and quoted a variety of
translations of key texts, indicating in the notes which trans-
lation is being used, or adapted, for a particular quotation.
Unless otherwise indicated, the translation of the Bible quoted,
including for Apocryphal texts, is the Revised Standard Version
or New Revised Standard Version.
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