Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan

Frontmatter

More information

Athleticism in the
Victorian and Edwardian
public school

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The

Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology
J. A. Mangan

Frontmatter

More information

ATHLETICISM IN THE
VICTORIAN AND
EDWARDIAN

PUBLIC SCHOOL

THE EMERGENCE AND

CONSOLIDATION OF
AN EDUCATIONAL IDEOLOGY

J. A. MANGAN

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

CAMBRIDGE
LONDON NEW YORK NEW ROCHELLE
MELBOURNE SYDNEY

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sdo Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521233880

© Cambridge University Press 1981

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1981
This digitally printed version 2008

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-0-521-23388-0 hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-09039-1 paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan

Frontmatter

More information

For Doris

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan
Frontmatter
More information
Contents
List of illustrations page ix
List of tables X1
Acknowledgements Xiil
Prologue I
PART I: THE GROWTH OF THE IDEOLOGY
1 Reformation, indifference and liberty 13
2 Licence, antidote and emulation 22
3 Idealism, idealists and rejection 43
4 Compulsion, conformity and allegiance 68

PART I1: THE FORCES OF IDEOLOGICAL

CONSOLIDATION

s Conspicuous resources, anti-intellectualism and

sporting pedagogues 99
6 Oxbridge fashions, complacent parents and

imperialism 122
7 Fez, ‘blood’ and hunting crop: the symbols and rituals

of a Spartan culture 141
8 Play up and play the game: the rhetoric of cohesion,

identity, patriotism and morality 179
Epilogue 207

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan
Frontmatter
More information
viii Contents
APPENDICES

Historical documents of special significance in the
evolution of athleticism

223
11 Historical documents dealing with various aspects of
the economics of athleticism 231
m  The school magazine: 243
(a) The school magazine as a primary source
(b) A page and correspondence analysis of the school
magazines 1866—1966
v Some nineteenth- and twentieth-century timetables in
relation to games 251
v Captains of school, games and academic awards 253
vi  ‘Poets’ of athleticism 255
vii  Salaries of assistant masters at Harrow in 1874 265§
viii  Jesus College, Cambridge: educational background of
entrants in the nineteenth century 267
Notes 268
Bibliography 309
Index 337

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan
Frontmatter

More information

Illustrations

3

4

‘Stonyhurst College: cheering the flag’, from an page 25

etching by W. J. Allingham (Parker Gallery, London)
G. E. L. Cotton, from S. Cotton, A Memoir of
G. E. L. Cotton D.D. (1871), frontispiece

Hely Hutchinson Almond, from R. ]. Mackenzie,
Almond of Loretto (1905), frontispiece

Loretto dress 1901, from R. J. Mackenzie, Almond of
Loretto (1905), facing p. 91

s—10 Punch’s pictorial history of athleticism, from Punch,

II

12

13

14

vol. 65, p. 94, vol. 93, p. 123, vol. 97, p. 165, vol. 106,
p. 1ss, vol. 99, p. 141, vol. 113, p. 6 (Cambridge
University Library)

Edward Bowen, from W. E. Bowen, Edward Bowen
(1902), frontispiece

G. M. Carey, from the photographic album of
C. A. F. Radford (Sherborne School Archives)
Edward Bowen and a celebration tea at the Grove,
Harrow, circa 1895, from W. E. Bowen, Edward
Bowen (1902), facing p. 216

A. H. Beesly and his house cricket team circa 1874,
from the Photographic Collection, Marlborough
College (Marlborough College Archives)

15-18 Theevolution of dress, Harrow eleven 1863—-1912,

19

20

from A. C. M. Croome (ed.), Fifty years of Sport at
Oxford, Cambridge and the Great Public Schools, vol. 2,
(1922), facing pp. 136, 157, 175 and 220

Rugby versus Marlborough match card, July 1908,
from the Photographic Collection, Marlborough
College (Marlborough College Archives)

F. W. Farrar, headmaster of Marlborough 187176,

X

26
ST

52

90—1
117

117

118

118

166—7

209

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan

Frontmatter

More information

X List of illustrations

from Barrand, Men and Women of the Day, vol. 1 (1888)

(National Portrait Gallery) 210
21 G. C. Bell, headmaster of Marlborough 1876-1903,

from the Photographic Collection, Marlborough

College (Marlborough College Archives) 210
22 F. Fletcher, headmaster of Marlborough 1903-11,

from the Photographic Collection, Marlborough

College (Marlborough College Archives) 210
23 G. C. Turner, headmaster of Marlborough 192639,

from the Photographic Collection, Marlborough

College (Marlborough College Archives) 210

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan

Frontmatter

More information

Tables

1 Approximate games acreage owned or leased and  page 71
used for major games in 1845 and 1900
11 Marlborough Games Committee: statement of

accounts for summer term 1893 72

m  Commencement of regular recording of matches,
championships and teams 73

v An analysis of the pages and correspondence in the
Marlburian 1866—-1966 92

v Uppingham School games accounts: growth of
expenditure 104—5

vi  First sports meetings between Oxford and Cam-
bridge 1825-1925 125

vii  Public attendance at the Eton versus Harrow
matches at Lord’s 1871-1972 145

xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

The debts accumulated in the writing of this book are many. In the
first place, without the generous permission of the headmasters of
the survey schools to make use of their archives and meet staff, it
would not have been possible. I greatly appreciate, therefore, the
interest and co-operation of Mr B. M. S. Hoban (Harrow), Mr
I. D. S. Beer (Lancing), Mr R. B. Bruce-Lockhart (Loretto), Mr
Roger Ellis (Marlborough), Rev. M. Bossy, SJ (Stonyhurst) and
Mr J. C. Royds (Uppingham). In addition, Mr Ellis was in-
strumental in opening doors to other sources of material, notably
the Headmasters’ Conference and Mr Bruce-Lockhart’s reflections
on his years in the public school system were a most helpful
contribution to my efforts to achieve a balanced perspective.

Thanks are due in large measure to the late Gerald Murray,
formerly librarian and archivist of Marlborough College, whose
considerable enthusiasm for this project, remarkable energy and
great kindness produced a stream of letters, papers, suggestions and
contacts without abatement over five years — all of which proved
invaluable. I owe a special debt to him.

The issues of this inquiry were discussed with a large number of
assistant masters and housemasters who all gave freely of their time
to assess the past and the present. In particular I would like to thank
Mr Raymond Venables, Mr James Morwood and Mr A. L. Warr of
Harrow; Mr B. W. T. Handford, Mr R. M. Reeve and Mr
A. H. P. Beater of Lancing; Mr Peter Wood and Mr E. C. Barclay-
Smith of Loretto; Mr E. G. H. Kempson, Mr Michael Preston and
Mr Michael Birley of Marlborough; Father F. J. Turner, Mr B.
Fitzgerald and Colonel A. P. F. Shaw of Stonyhurst; Mr T. B.
Belk, Mr B. Matthews and Dr M. Tozer of Uppingham. Others,
rather too numerous to mention here, are thanked most sincerely.
From all I gained insights.

xiii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan

Frontmatter

More information

xiv  Acknowledgements

I am obliged also to the retired headmasters, staff and old boys
who wrote to me, often at great length, of their school experiences.
My use of their material in text and note is, I hope, a satisfactory
tribute to its value. Sadly it is not possible to thank in person the late
G. A. N. Lowndes, author of that model of educational scholar-
ship, the The Silent Social Revolution. 1 will remember with great
pleasure his skill in recalling his Marlborough schooldays and
in setting them in the wider context of a changing society, one
June morning in his delightful house overlooking the Green in
Marlborough.

Several distinguished scholars of various aspects of the English
public schools — Professor Geoffrey Best, Professor J. de S. Honey,
Professor P. C. Mclntosh, Dr T. W. Bamford and Mr Patrick
Scott — offered general advice and encouragement. Their kindness
1s gratefully recorded as is the support and encouragement given by
two colleagues, Dr H. Hutchinson of Glasgow University and
Mr W. Marker of Jordanhill College.

[ must also express my gratitude to those librarians in schools,
colleges, universities and public libraries who so efficiently located
and procured even the most obscure sermon. I am more than
grateful to Mrs Jean Robertson of Glasgow University Library for
her skilful assistance, to Mr Stanley Gillam of the London Library
for his permission to read the manuscript autobiography of John
Addington Symonds and to Dr C. J. Wright of the British Museum
Department of Manuscripts for a stimulating discussion on the
literature of athleticism as well as for more orthodox assistance in
locating material. I should like to thank also the staffs of the library
of the Department of Education and Science, the National Library
of Scotland, the Mitchell Library, Glasgow, Hamilton Public Lib-
rary and the Lanarkshire Reference Library for help at various
times.

The archivists of the Record Offices of many of the English
counties obligingly investigated their archives for material on the
public schools and several notified me of interesting and useful
items in their possession. The school papers and correspondence
provided by Miss A. Green of Berkshire, Mr Brian Smith of
Gloucestershire and Mr B. C. Jones of Cumbria have been especially
useful. In addition, the archives of the Headmasters’ Conference
and the Society of Jesus were opened to me by Mr R. St J. Pitts-
Tucker and Rev. F. Edwards, SJ respectively. Mr Stephen Green,
the curator of the MCC supplied valuable statistics on public

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-09039-1 - Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School: The
Emergence and Consolidation of an Educational Ideology

J. A. Mangan

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements XV

school cricket. I am indebted to them all for their courteous
attention.

In addition, to those already mentioned, I should like to thank the
following for permission to use material: Professor Margaret
Sutherland, editor of the British Journal of Educational Studies for
allowing the inclusion of an early article of mine in the chapter on
the literature of athleticism; Mr T. D. G. Sotheron-Estcourt for
the Harrow papers of T. H. S. Sotheron; the Editor of Punch for
various cartoons and verses; the National Portrait Gallery for the
photograph of Frederick William Farrar; Sherborne School for the
photograph of G. M. Carey and the Parker Gallery for the print of
Stonyhurst College.

Two acknowledgements remain. When teaching commitments
clashed exhaustingly with the demands of research Dr T. R. Bone,
the principal, and the governors of Jordanhill granted me a period
of study leave. It was an act of considerable generosity and I owe
them much. Finally, the most profound thanks of all are to my
wife. Her interest and support have been so wholehearted that her
effort on my behalf can only be described as a labour of love.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090391
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

