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Preface

Medieval manuscripts in Hebrew characters are not easy to get to know. My aim
in this book is to offer an introduction to them which will give some idea not
only of their material features but also of the texts they contain.

In 1992 I published a codicological and palaeographical introduction in
Hebrew.1 Intended for Israeli students, its aim was to help them to read medieval
writings. A French edition, published in 1994, included a brief account of the
texts for the benefit of a more general readership. The version presented in this
English-language edition attempts to integrate fully the history of the texts and
the history of the manuscripts. Most of the book was specially written for this
new edition. Part I, apart from the few pages on the Bible, is entirely new. Part II
(the bulk of the Hebrew and French editions) has been thoroughly revised. Part
III is new, apart from some pages about the life and death of manuscripts. Part
IV is much reduced in comparison with the Hebrew edition, and a little shorter
than the French.

This book has been considerably improved thanks to the pertinent questions
and judicious remarks of the author of the English translation, my colleague and
friend Nicholas de Lange, for which I thank him warmly. I am also grateful to
Rosamond McKitterick for some very helpful observations.

I wish to express my gratitude to the Institut de Recherche et d’Histoire des
Textes, which provides me with both financial and scholarly resources and makes
it possible for the Comité de Paléographie Hébraı̈que to function. Without this
help the present book, like its predecessors, could not have seen the light of day.

Thanks are also due to the librarians of the various libraries in which the
manuscripts referred to are held, not only for their general assistance but in
particular for providing the photographs without which the exposition would
be immensely poorer.

I also acknowledge with gratitude the contributions of Bella Image and Chris-
tine Feld, who assisted in the compilation of the indexes.

My final thanks go to Kevin Taylor and to all those at Cambridge University
Press who contributed, in their various ways, to enabling this book to see the
light of day.

1 For details of this publication and the French edition see the Bibliography.
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1079. Turnhout, 1999.

Codices III C. Sirat, M. Beit-Arié and M. Glatzer, Monumenta Palaeo-
graphica Medii Aevi, Series Hebraica. Codices hebraicis litteris
exarati quo tempore scripti fuerint exhibentes. Vol. III: 1085–
1140. Turnhout, 2001.

La conception du livre C. Sirat et al., La conception du livre chez les piétistes
ashkénazes au Moyen Age. Geneva, 1996.

De l’écriture au livre C. Sirát, De l’écriture au livre, regard sur le monde des
manuscrits au Moyen Age (in Hebrew). Jerusalem, 1992.
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1976.
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Hebrew Codicology M. Beit-Arié, Hebrew Codicology: Tentative Typology of
Technical Practices Employed in Hebrew Dated Medieval
Manuscripts. Jerusalem, 1981. [Originally published: Paris,
1977.]

Hebrew Illuminated Manuscripts B. Narkiss, Hebrew Illuminated Manuscripts.
Jerusalem and New York, 1969.

xiv

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-09023-0 - Hebrew Manuscripts of the Middle Ages: Colette Sirat
Edited by Nicholas de Lange
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521090230
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Abbreviations xv

Hebrew Script A. Yardeni, The Book of Hebrew Script: History, Palaeography,
Script Styles, Calligraphy & Design (revised and expanded
from the original Hebrew edition, Sefer ha-ketav ha-‘ìvri ).
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format. Jerusalem and Paris, 1972.
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caractères hébraı̈ques, portant des indications de date jusqu’à
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