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PREFACE

The role of royal proclamations in Tudor society has been touched
on in many historical studies. The greatest attention has been given
to their constitutional importance, usually within the narrow focus
of the meaning of the Statute of Proclamations of 1539. The debate
over whether that act was intended to equate proclamations and
statutes, and thus to provide the means for a would-be absolute
monarch to subvert Parliament’s place in the constitution, continues
to this day. Other scholars have considered individual proclamations
in so far as they played a part in their studies of special aspects of
Tudor history. The possibility of a systematic study of the proclama-
tions as such was considerably enhanced in the last decade by an
edition of the texts by Paul L. Hughes and James F. Larkin.

This study attempts to consider not only the constitutional impor-
tance of the later Tudor proclamations, but also their impact in the
areas with which their contents dealt. It concentrates particularly on
their enforcement, because proclamations provide a valuable and
manageable opportunity to test whether the policies of the central
government were translated into effective action locally.

My investigation began as a doctoral dissertation at the University
of Cambridge on aspects of the Elizabethan proclamations. It has
been expanded by considerable additional research in libraries and
archives, particularly in local record offices. It has also been
broadened to include the proclamations of Mary I, so that it would
complement the study by Dr Rudolph W. Heinze of the proclama-
tions of 1485-1553. We have taken some poetic license with the
titles of the respective studies: his The Proclamations of the Tudor Kings
is strictly correct, but my title slights the kingship of Philip. It is an
omission which Mary would not have liked, but which many of her
subjects would have appreciated.

Dr Heinze and I have tried to integrate our approaches, but it
became apparent that a parallel presentation was not possible. His
chronological treatment was dictated by the greater number of

X
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PREFACE

monarchs and the prevalence of individual advisers; his constitu-
tional focus was naturally on the Statute of Proclamations. The
Council was more fixed in composition in the latter half of the
century, and Elizabeth’s use of proclamations as temporary legisla-
tion differed from the earlier period, so that this became the con-
stitutional focus for my study.

Two difficulties have arisen in the course of this work. To evaluate
the impact of the proclamations required a presentation of the con-
texts in which they were issued. No one can be a master of the
complexities of the economy, or of the religious situations, or of the
politics of the moment, but I have considered it worth the risk to
present my understanding of the particular settings in order to
evaluate the proclamations’ impact, even if in some cases my
appreciation of the situation might be found incomplete. The second
problem was in the manner of presentation, because the 446 pro-
clamations vary so greatly in content. Part I attempts to consider
them as a whole, as a prelude to and a summation of the individual
studies in Parts II, III, and IV.

It is particularly pleasant to acknowledge those who have been so
involved in my graduate training. Professor Paul L. Hughes directed
my master’s work and kindly made the typescripts of the Elizabe-
than proclamations available at an early stage. Professor George
Abernathy painstakingly guided my first work in the proclamations.
Above all, I am appreciative of Professor G. R. Elton who directed
my doctoral work at Cambridge, sharing so generously his learning
and many, many personal kindnesses. Professors Joel Hurstfield and
J.J. Scarisbrick examined the dissertation, offering useful sugges-
tions and encouragement.

Professors Rudolph W. Heinze and James F. Larkin have been
unstinting in sharing their learning and friendship, and my under-
standing of proclamations owes much to long discussions with them.
A period of additional work in local archives in England was sup-
ported by a grant from the California State University, Long Beach
Foundation, and by a travel grant from the American Philosophical
Society. Professors Elton, Hurstfield, Larkin, and Wallace Mac-
Caffrey served as referees. Parts or all of the manuscript were read
by Professors Elton, Heinze, and Larkin, and I appreciate their
useful suggestions.

One is fortunate to have worked with many librarians and
archivists who share learning as well as facilities, and while all are

X
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PREFACE

deserving of thanks I would in particular express my appreciation to
the staff of the Henry E. Huntington Library in San Marino. Among
the friends who have been so helpful are Professors Eugene L. Asher,
Walter C. Richardson, Leland H. Carlson, and James I. Miklovich.
Of course above all else my greatest appreciation is to my wife.
FrepeEric A. Youncs, Jr
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