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THE PICTURE OF THE TAOIST GENII PRINTED ON THE COVER
of this book is part of a painted temple scroll, recent but traditional, given to
Mr Brian Harland in Szechuan province (1946). Concerning these four divinities,
of respectable rank in the Taoist bureaucracy, the following particulars have been
handed down. The title of the first of the four signifies ‘ Heavenly Prince’, that
of the other three ‘ Mysterious Commander’.

At the top, on the left, is Liu Thien Chiin, Comptroller-General of Crops and
Weather. Before his deification (so it was said) he was a rain-making magician
and weather forecaster named Liu Chiin, born in the Chin dynasty about 4 340.
Among his attributes may be seen the sun and moon, and a measuring-rod or
carpenter’s square. The two great luminaries imply the making of the calendar, so
important for a primarily agricultural society, the efforts, ever renewed, to reconcile
celestial periodicities. The carpenter’s square is no ordinary tool, but the gnomon
for measuring the lengths of the sun’s solstitial shadows. The Comptroller-General
also carries a bell because in ancient and medieval times there was thought to be
a close connection between calendrical calculations and the arithmetical acoustics
of bells and pitch-pipes.

At the top, on the right, is Wén Yuan Shuai, Intendant of the Spiritual Officials
of the Sacred Mountain, Thai Shan. He was taken to be an incarnation of one of
the Hour-Presidents (Chia Shen), i.e. tutelary deities of the twelve cyclical characters
(see Vol. 4, pt. 2, p. 440). During his earthly pilgrimage his name was Huan Tzu-Yu
and he was a scholar and astronomer in the Later Han (b. +142). He is seen
holding an armillary ring.

Below, on the left, is Kou Yuan Shuai, Assistant Secretary of State in the Ministry
of Thunder. He is therefore a late emanation of a very ancient god, Lei Kung.
Before he became deified he was Hsin Hsing, a poor woodcutter, but no doubt an
incarnation of the spirit of the constellation Kou-Chhen (the Angular Arranger),
part of the group of stars which we know as Ursa Minor. He is equipped with
hammer and chisel.

Below, on the right, is Pi Yuan Shuai, Commander of the Lightning, with his
flashing sword, a deity with distinct alchemical and cosmological interests. According
to tradition, in his early life he was a countryman whose name was Thien Hua,
Together with the colleague on his right, he controlled the Spirits of the Five
Directions.

Such is the legendary folklore of common men canonised by popular acclamation.
An interesting scroll, of no great artistic merit, destined to decorate a temple wall,
to be looked upon by humble people, it symbolises something which this book has
to say. Chinese art and literature have been so profuse, Chinese mythological
imagery so fertile, that the West has often missed other aspects, perhaps more
important, of Chinese civilisation. Here the graduated scale of Liu Chiin, at first
sight unexpected in this setting, reminds us of the ever-present theme of quanti-
tative measurement in Chinese culture; there were rain-gauges already in the Sung
(+ 12th century) and sliding calipers in the Han (4 1st). The armillary ring of
Huan Tzu-Yii bears witness that Naburiannu and Hipparchus, al-Nagqash and
Tycho, had worthy counterparts in China. The tools of Hsin Hsing symbolise that
great empirical tradition which informed the work of Chinese artisans and tech-
nicians all through the ages.
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SCIENCE AND CIVILISATION
IN CHINA

Among the Chinese frequent examples are to be found of
discoveries, especially in the arts, which other nations made
independently whereas the Chinese had come upon them
long before. WILLEM TEN RHIJNE
De Arthritide (+ 1683)

And if we look so far as the Sun-rising, and hear Paulus
Venetus what he reporteth of the uttermost Angle and Island
thereof, wee shall finde that those Nations have sent out,
and not received, lent knowledge, and not borrowed it
from the West. For the farther East (to this day) the more
civill, the farther West the more salvage.

SIR WALTER RALEIGH

‘History of the World’, + 1614 (+1652)
Pt. I, Bk. 1, ch. 7, § 10, sect. 4, p. 98

1 take my own intelligence as my teacher.

A-NI-KO, master-artisan of Nepal,
addressing the emperor Shih Tsu, + 1263

(Yuan Shih, ch. 203, p. 124)

I hear, and I forget.
I see, and I remember.
I do, and I understand.

Ten thousand words are not worth one seeing.
Chinese proverbs.

I am not yet so lost in lexicography, as to forget that words

are the daughters of earth, and that things are the sons of
heaven, SAMUEL JOHNSON

Preface to his ‘Dictionary of the

English Language’ (+ 14755)

By studying the organic patterns of heaven and earth a fool
can become a sage.
So by watching the times and seasons of natural pheno-
mena we can become true philosophers.
LI CHHUAN
Yin Fu Ching (c. +%35)
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graphy and Appended Supplementary Bibliographies of the
History of the Sung Dynasty). Com. Press, Shanghai, 1957,

STTH Wang Chhi, San Tshai Thu Hui (Universal Encyclopaedia), + 160g.

SYEY Mei Piao, Shik Yao Evh Ya (The Literary Expositor of Chemical
Physic; or, Synonymic Dictionary of Minerals and Drugs), + 806.

TCTC Ssuma Kuang, Teu Chth Thung Chien (Comprehensive Mirror (of
History) for Aid in Government), +1084.

TFYK Wang Chhin-Jo & Yang I (eds.), Tshé Fu Yuan Kuei (Lessons of the
Archives, encyclopaedia), + 1013.

TKKW Sung Ying-Hsing, Thien Kung Khai Wu (The Exploitation of the
Works of Nature), +1637.

T™ITC Li Hsien (ed.), Ta Ming I Thung Chik (Comprehensive Geography
of the Ming Empire), + 1461.

TPHMF Thai-Phing Hut Min Ho Chi Chii Fang (Standard Formularies of the
(Government) Great Peace People’s Welfare Pharmacies), + 1151.

TPKC Li Fang (ed.), Thai- Phing Kuang Chi (Copious Records collected in
the Thai-Phing reign-period), +¢78.

TPYL Li Fang (ed.), Thai-Phing Yii Lan (the Thai-Phing reign-period
(Sung) Imperial Encyclopaedia), +983.

TsSCcC Chhen Méng-Lei et al. (ed.), Thu Shu Chi Chhéng (the Imperial

Encyclopaedia of +1726). Index by Giles, L. (2).
References to 1884 ed. given by chapter (chiian) and page.
References to 1934 photolitho reproduction given by tské (vol.)
and page.

rsccrw Liu Hst et al. & Ouyang Hsiu et al.; Thang Shu Ching Chi I Wén Ho
Chih. A conflation of the Bibliographies of the Chiu Thang Shu
by Liu Hsii (H/Chin, +945) and the Hsin Thang Shu by Quyang
Hsiu & Sung Chhi (Sung, + 1061). Com. Press, Shanghai, 1956,
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XXviii LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
TSFY Ku Tsu-Yu, Tu Shik Fang Yii Chi Yao (The Historian’s Geo-
graphical Companion), begun before + 1666, finished before
+1692, but not printed till the end of the eighteenth century
(1796 to 1821).
T Wieger, L. (6), Taoisme, vol. 1, Bibliographie Générale (catalogue of
the works contained in the Taoist Patrology, Tao Tsang).
TTC Tao Té Ching (Canon of the Tao and its Virtue).
TTCY Ho Lung-Hsiang & Phéng Han-Jan (ed.). Tao Tsang Chi Yao
(Essentials of the Taoist Patrology), pr. 1906.
TW Takakusu, J. & Watanabe, K., Tables du Taisho Issaikyd (nouvelle

édition (Japonaise) du Canon bouddhique chinoise), Index-
catalogue of the Tripitaka.

A% Verhaeren, H. (2) (ed.), Catalogue de la Bibliothéque du Pé-T’ang
(the Pei Thang Jesuit Library in Peking).

wCryY/CcC Tséng Kung-Liang (ed.), Wu Ching Tsung Yao (Chhien Chi),
military encyclopaedia, first section, + 1044.

Ycce Chang Chiin-Fang (ed.), Yiin Chi Chhi Chhien (Seven Bamboo
Tablets of the Cloudy Satchel), Taoist collection, + r1022.

YHL Thao Hung-Ching (attrib.), Yao Hsing Lun (Discourse on the
Natures and Properties of Drugs).

YHSF Ma Kuo-Han (ed.), Yii Han Shan Fang Chi I Shu (Jade-Box

Mountain Studio collection of (reconstituted and sometimes
fragmentary) Lost Books), 1853.
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Dr Felix Klein-Franke (London)
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Mr H. J. Sheppard (Warwick)
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Prof. Cyril Stanley Smith (Cambridge, Mass.) Metallurgy, and Theories.

Mr Robert Somers (New Haven, Conn.) Theories.
Dr Michel Strickmann (Kyoto) Theories.
Dr Mikuld$ Teich (Cambridge) Introductions.
Mr H. G. Thurm (Ridesheim-am-Rhein) Ardent Water.

Mr R. G. Wasson (Danbury, Conn.)
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