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PREFACE

This work does not pretend to be an exhaustive history of the reign
of Catherine the Great.- A full biography of the Empress, doing
justice to her as ruler and diplomat, lover and correspondent, would
take several volumes. Here, I have been primarily concerned with
Catherine as legislator, with an attempt to show the limitations
placed upon her domestic policy by the prejudices and desires of the
nobility. Even this aim has not been thoroughly carried out. For
example, at least twenty members of the nobility found their way to
her bed, and these favourites, particularly Orlov and Potemkin,
exercised an influence on the Empress much greater than most of
their fellows. Rather than examining the views of such individuals,
I have tried to show the class attitudes of the nobility, which Orlov,
Potemkin and the others would to varying extents share.

The principal source material for this study has been the docu-
ments concerning the Legislative Commission of 1767 published by
the Imperial Russian Historical Society. The focus of attention has
been on the statements of noble opinion in the instructions and by
the deputies and has only touched on the participation of other
classes in the Commission. The activity of the sub-committees, which
remained in session after the closure of the General Assembly of the
Commission, has been little investigated.

The main body of the work is preceded by an examination of
crown and nobility in the years before Catherine’s accession, and
followed by an analysis of the most important legislation of her reign
in the years following the closure of the Commission, with an esti-
mate of the extent to which this was influenced by the attitudes of
the nobility. All dates in the book are Old Style, that is eleven days
behind the New Style calendar throughout the eighteenth century.

Catherine the Great and the Russian Nobility is a revision and enlarge-
ment of a London University Ph.D. thesis, which was produced
with the sympathetic encouragement and guidance of Professor
G. H. N. Seton-Watson and Dr J.L.H. Keep of the School of
Slavonic and East European Studies. Although the subject is one
which has not received much detailed attention from Western Euro-
pean or overseas students of Russian history, their pre-Revolu-
tionary and Soviet counterparts have given various aspects of it
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Preface

extensive consideration, and I have drawn heavily on the informa-
tion and ideas supplied by such men as Bochkarev, Bogoslovskii,
Chechulin, Florovskii and Got’e, not to mention Solov’ev and
Kliuchevskii, of older generations; and Beliavskii and Druzhinin of
the newer. Among non-Russian historians, an increasing number of
whom have shown interest in eighteenth-century Russian history,
Marc Raeff has produced the work of most value to me, and I must
also express my thanks to him for the bibliographical and more
general advice that he gave me when my researches were just begin-
ning. Allen McConnell kindly read the entire manuscript and made
several suggestions for its improvement. Finally, I would like to record
my gratitude to E. N. Williams, who in one of his own recent works
gave thanks to his pupils ‘for the education I receive’. In my case at
least, principally more than fifteen years ago but not a little since,
the teaching has been in the other direction. Of course, the responsi-
bility for errors and misunderstandings in this book is entirely mine.

King’s College, Old Aberdeen P.D.
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ABBREVIATIONS

M. Moscow.

SPB. St Petersburg.

L. Leningrad.

PSZ Polnoe sobranie zakonov.

RA Russkii arhiv.

RS Russkaia starina.

RV Russkii vestnik.

SEER  Slavonic and East European Review.

SIRIO  Shornik imperatorskogo russkogo istoricheskogo
obshchestva.

TVEO  Trudy vol’nogo ekonomicheskogo obshchestva.
VE Vestnik Evropy.
MNP Zhurnal ministerstva narodnogo prosveshcheniia.
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