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Preface

‘I am king of the castle’, building sand castles, castles in Spain, castles in
the air, ‘an Englishman’s home is his castle’ — the image is introduced from
earliest infancy, and nursery books abound with pictures of castles. By the
time he reaches adulthood the normal Englishman or European has the
idea deeply embedded in his mind, although the image that exists there is
often at variance with reality. The fierce controversies about the nature of
the castle at the time of the Norman Conquest at the turn of this century
were partly psychological: the average historian could not bring himself
to believe that the earthworks belonging to the earth-and-timber struc-
tures described by Round or Mrs Armitage would really have to be substi-
tuted for the vision of ‘cloud-capped towers’ that he had imbibed from his
early childhood. It offended common sense. The image he cherished
derived from the final period of the castle’s history when function played
less and less part and display or even fantasy ever more part in the minds
of the builders. Fantasy which outlived the real thing was given a new
lease of life in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and, in the present
century, by cinema and television.

This book attempts to relate the particular course of events in this
country from when castles stopped being erected anew, through the
period of decline in use but survival in fantasy, up to the final destruction
in the Civil War. Events took a very different course on the Continent and
in Scotland and Ireland, and by drawing attention to the contrasts the
colours of the picture are sharpened and the development made more
intelligible, no more so than by differing response to the new weapon,
artillery, here as opposed to that on the Continent. Some attempt is also
made to relate alterations in design to contemporary social changes,
without, I hope, trying to climb too far up the greasy pole of socio-
architectural history! Special attention has been paid to the systematic
destruction of the Interregnum, far more extensive than is usually
appreciated, while the concluding chapter briefly describes the extra-
ordinarily enticing quality the image has continued to hold over the last
300 years.
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Preface

My interest in this subject was first aroused when 1 was able to
demonstrate that the great brick entry tower at Farnham Castle, Surrey,
which so dominates the town, was not a Tudor addition but was erected
in the fifteenth century, apparently as a direct imitation of the tower at
Tattershall Castle, Lincolnshire. Later events brought me into a position
of guide-writer to the latter and I also had considerable dealings with
Lord Cromwell’s manor at South Wingfield, Derbyshire. Over some years
I had seen the demolished stump of Bolingbroke Castle emerge from the
turf, and subsequently I had not a little to do with the great Jacobean and
Carolean edifice at Bolsover, Derbyshire, and afterwards with the
remarkable reconstruction of the Marquess of Bute at Castell Coch,
Glamorgan. Peter Smith’s map of tower-houses concentrated my
thoughts, and a first essay in this field was a contribution on the abandon-
ment of the castle in Wales and the Marches. The subject clearly needed
further treatment.

The appendices that provide the material on which the book is in no
small measure based will, it is hoped, have independent use for reference.
As we are venturing into new ground the reader has to be supplied with
the information that is not available in published sources. The illus-
trations have been chosen to further understanding of the text rather than
purposefully to beautify it. There is always a temptation to do the latter;
the library shelves groan under the weight of lavishly illustrated volumes
that seek precisely to do that and not much else. If the fantasy element is
to be discussed it is perhaps as well for the author not to be drawn himself
too much into the fantasies!

Acknowledgement is made in the list of illustrations to those who have
kindly allowed their use. However I must record my gratitude to those
colleagues (alas, not all alive today), inspectors and architects, in the
government service, from whom I have learnt so much. I am particularly
beholden to my former colleague Mr J. K. Knight, for the material used
in Appendix 4, to Dr D. F. Renn for drawing my attention to a number of
useful articles, and to Mr A. Emery for advance loan of his article on
South Wingfield. My wife has carried the burden of typing the text, and
has taken most of the photographs.

M. W. Thompson
Cambridge, 1986
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