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FOREWORD TO THE
1983 REISSUE

Much work has been done on the history of late medieval English
society since this book was first published. Only minor corrections
have been possible for this reissue, but I do not think that I would
have wished to make major alterations.

Three important subsequent studies relating to the West
Midlands should be mentioned: Christopher Dyer, Lords and
Peasants in a Changing Society: the Estates of the Bishopric of
Worcester 680-1540, 1980; Zvi Razi, Life, Marriage and Death in
a Medieval Parish: Economy, Society and Demography in Halesowen,
1240-1400, 1980 Nigel Saul, Knights and Esquires: the Gloucester-
shire Gentry in the Fourteenth Century, 1981. This last work
suggests some modifications to figures I had calculated.

I rashly promised to follow this study with another book dealing
with the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. To some extent I have
fulfilled this promise with my Ford Lectures, The English Peasantry
in the Later Middle Ages, 1975. 1 hope to be able to reinforce this
with another work on urban society.

Apart from reviewers of the original edition, I have had help in
making corrections from Christopher Dyer, Richard Holt and
Simon Penn, to whom I am very grateful.

Owing to the loss of plates, the photographs which were included
in the original edition have regretfully had to be omitted.

R.H.H.
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