
THE PEOPLE OF GOD IN THE APOCALYPSE

Stephen Pattemore examines passages within Rev. 4:1–22:21 that depict
the people of God as actors in the apocalyptic drama and infers what
impact these passages would have had on the self-understanding and
behaviour of the original audience of the work. He uses Relevance
Theory, a development in the linguistic field of pragmatics, to help
understand the text against the background of allusion to other texts.
Three important images are traced. The picture of the souls under the
altar (6:9–11) is found to govern much of the direction of the text with
its call to faithful witness and willingness for martyrdom. Even the
militant image of a messianic army (7:1–8, 14:1–5) urges the audience
in precisely the same direction. Both images combine in the final image
of the bride, the culmination of challenge and hope traced briefly in
the New Jerusalem visions.

Dr Pattemore is a translation consultant with United Bible Societies,
working with translation projects in New Zealand and Papua New
Guinea.
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PREFACE

The book of Revelation, despite (or perhaps because of) the perplexing
nature of its imagery, continues to attract both academic and popular
interest in Western societies in the early years of a new millennium.
But the stimulus for this study has come from involvement in the task
of translating the scriptures into the languages of Asia and the Pacific.
The context of Bible translation has given a pragmatic edge to my study.
While I have focussed principally on understanding the text within its
original context, the goal and purpose has always been not only to add
to academic literature on the book of Revelation, but to provide a secure
basis for contextualizing its message in the vastly different languages and
thought worlds of contemporary societies.

This work has its origins in the major part of my Otago University
doctoral thesis, and my thanks go to Paul Trebilco, Tim Meadowcroft,
and Peter Carrell for their skilful supervision and advice and also for their
friendship and encouragement. Otago University (Dunedin), the Bible
College of New Zealand (Auckland), and Tyndale House (Cambridge,
UK) have all played a significant part in bringing this research to fruition.

The research was carried out with the help of a scholarship provided
by the United Bible Societies, to whom my sincere thanks are due for
their generous sponsorship. In particular I wish to acknowledge the help
and encouragement of David Clark, for many years UBS Translation
Consultant to the Urak Lawoi’ New Testament translation project on
which I worked. Thanks also to Graham Ogden, and to his successor
as Asia-Pacific Regional Translations Coordinator, Daud Soesilo, and to
Basil Rebera, formerly UBS Translation Services Coordinator, for their
support. Part of my research, a discourse analysis of the entire book of
Revelation, which sets the stage for this present work, has recently been
published in the UBS Monograph Series. Thanks for financial help are
also due to the John Baldwin Memorial Scholarship Fund.

My thanks are due to John Court, and his predecessor as editor
of the SNTS Monograph Series, Richard Bauckham, for their advice

ix
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x Preface

and encouragement. I am also very grateful to the staff of Cambridge
University Press, in particular Kate Brett and Jackie Warren, and to
Pauline Marsh, for their help in bringing the typescript to publication.

My own family has been a loving and stimulating context in which to
carry out this study, keeping me firmly anchored to the reality of contem-
porary life. This volume is dedicated to my wife, Raewyn, who, having
endured an earlier thesis (in Physics, twenty-five years ago), not only
accepted another thesis into the family with good grace, but provided all
the personal encouragement and support I have needed. And it has been
an ever-present challenge to justify to teenage and young adult children
why “slaughtered souls under the altar” deserved so much time and atten-
tion. Thank you to Kerryn and Greg, to David, Rachel, and Brian, fellow
pilgrims to the New Jerusalem.
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