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PREFACE

This study is a revised version of a dissertation for the Degree of
Doctor of Philosophy submitted to the University of Cambridge in
the year 1946. In the present version, besides some slight additions
here and there, the section “What Libertas meant to Tacitus” has
been added to chapter 5.

In its original form, this study was written at Cambridge under
the supervision of Professor F. E. Adcock. Needless to say, I alone
am to blame for all its shortcomings as well as for the opinions
I venture to express in it. But the shortcomings would have been
more serious, and the opinions more obscurely expressed, were it
not for Professor Adcock’s stimulating criticism and invaluable
advice. Nor should I have been able to write in a borrowed language
without his encouraging guidance. For all this I would offer him
my sincere thanks.

I would also thank the British Council for scholarships which

made my studies at Cambridge possible.
Cu. W.

JERUSALEM

April, 1947

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521068487
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521068487 - Libertas as a Political Idea at Rome During the Late Republic and
Early Principate

CH. Wirszubski

Frontmatter

More information

CONTENTS
PROLEGOMENA
1. Libertas—a Civic Right page 1
2. Libertas and Civitas 3
3. Libertas Populi Romani 4
4, The Object of this Study 6
CuarTER 1

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF LIBERTAS

1. Libertas—Leges 7

2. Aequa Libertas 9

3. Libertas and Dignitas 15

4, The Balance of Powers 17

5. The Rights of the Individual 24
CHAPTER 2

CIVIL DISCORD: OPTIMATES AND

POPULARES
1. The Background of the Struggle 31
2. Major Points at Issue
(a) Senatus Auctoritas 40
() Leges Agrariae 44
(¢) Popular Sovereignty 47

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521068487
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521068487 - Libertas as a Political Idea at Rome During the Late Republic and
Early Principate

CH. Wirszubski

Frontmatter

More information

X CONTENTS
(d) Leges Tabellariae page 50
(¢) Tribunicia Potestas 0

(f) Equality of Opportunity for the Homines Novi 52

(g) Senatus Consultum Ultimum 55
(%) Potestates Extraordinariae 61
CHAPTER 3

THE DECLINE OF THE TRADITIONAL
FORM OF GOVERNMENT

1. The Struggle of the Italians for Civic Rights 66
2. Subversive Factors 70
3. Contentio Libertatis Dignitatisque 74

4. The Foundation of Freedom in Cicero’s Theory of

Government 79

5. Libertas under Incipient Autocracy 87

6. Freedom versus Order and Security 91
CHAPTER 4

THE AUGUSTAN PRINCIPATE IN RELATION
TO LIBERTAS

1. Pax et Princeps 97
2. “Libertatis Vindex”: an Outworn Phrase 100
3. Res Publica Restituta in Theory and in Fact 107

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521068487
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521068487 - Libertas as a Political Idea at Rome During the Late Republic and
Early Principate
CH. Wirszubski

Frontmatter

More information

7.

8.

CONTENTS

CHAPTER 5

xi

PRINCIPATUS ET LIBERTAS RES OLIM

DISSOCIABILES

The Nature of the Problem
Princeps Supra Leges
Libertas Senatus

Thrasea Paetus

Stoicism and Libertas
Helvidius Priscus
Clementia

Optimus Princeps

9. Adoptio

10.

11.

12.

Libertas Publica and Securitas
What Libertas meant to Tacitus

Freedom under Tutelage

Bibliography of works referred to

Index

page 124

160

167

172

177

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521068487
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

