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The Cantar de mio Cid

This book, the first to accord full treatment to the important thematic
complex of the acquisition and distribution of wealth, interprets the
Cantar de mio Cid as a work that transmutes moral values first into the
economic values of a gift economy, then into genealogical values. In
disproving the legend of the hero’s bastardy, the poet echoes the concerns
of the Castilian court of Alfonso VIII and reaffirms the dignity of the
Cid’s progeny and relatives, who included the king and the Lara family of
Molina. Considering the poem’s distortions of history more significant
than its retention of historical features, Joseph Duggan ascribes its depic-
tion of the penurious hero who acquires wealth, power, and kinship
alliances to the Castilian monarchy’s preoccupations with furthering the
Reconquest in the dark period between the defeat of Alarcos and the
victory of Las Navas de Tolosa. He posits that the Cantar de mio Cid was
composed around the year 1200 in substantially the form in which we
have it, in the course of a singer’s performance. The occasion on which it
was performed may have been Alfonso VIII’s meeting in that year with
Pedro IT of Aragon at Ariza in the valley of the Jalén river, in which much
of the poem’s action takes place.

Arguing against a number of recent tendencies in Cid scholarship, he
denies the necessity of assuming that the poet was a man of learning, that
he was directly influenced by French literature, or that he was familiar
with written law. This ground-breaking monograph provides a major
contribution to medieval Hispanic studies.
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This new series of critical books seeks to cover the whole area of literature
written in the major medieval languages — the main European vernaculars,
and Medieval Latin and Greek — during the period ¢. 1100—c. 1500. Its
chief aim is to publish and stimulate fresh scholarship and criticism on
medieval literature, special emphasis being placed on understanding
major works of poetry, prose and drama in relation to the contemporary
cultures and learning which fostered them. It will accommodate studies
which bring a special expertise or neglected body of knowledge to bear on
the interpretative problems of important texts. Texts, genres and literary
conventions which, while significant in their own times and places and of
considerable value to the medievalist, have been undervalued or misrepre-
sented in modern times, fall within its range; and it will give space to
innovative critical approaches to medieval texts of all types.

Titles published
Dante’s Inferno: Difficulty and Dead Poetry, by Robin Kirkpatrick
Dante and Difference: Writing in the Commedia, by Jeremy Tambling
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Kerby-Fulton
The Divine Comedy and the Medieval Other World, by Alison Morgan
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Modern equivalents to names in the maps

Alcala = Alcala de Henares Luzon = Luzén

Las Alcarrias = La Alcarria Medina = Medinaceli

Alcobiella = Alcubilla del Marqués Miedes = Miedes de Atienza

Alfama = Alhama Molina = Molina de Aragén

Anquita = Anguita Mont Alvan = Montalbén

Arbuxuelo = El valle de Arbujuelo Mont Real = Monreal del Campo
Atienza = Atienza Navas de Palos = Navapalos

Bovierca = Bubierca El Poyo de mio Cid = El Poyo
Calatayut = Calatayud Rio Fenares = Rio Henares

Castejon = Castejon de Henares  Rio Siloca = Rio Jiloca

Celfa la de Canal = Cella Rio Salon = Rio Jal6n

Cetina = Cetina Rio Tajo = Rio Tajo

Corita = Zorita Sancta Maria d’Alvarracin = Albarracin
Daroca = Daroca Sant Estevan = San Esteban de Gormaz
Fariza = Ariza Teca = Ateca

Fita = Hita Teruel = Teruel

Frontael = Bronchales Torangio = Campo Taranz
Guadalfajara = Guadalajara La Torre de dofia Urraca = La Torre

Huesa = Huesa
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